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The Church and Industrial 
Associations 
V. Umted Social Action of Catholics 


[The last of the seven brief statements under 
Bich the Sacred Congregation of the Council 
mmarizes the Catholic teaching on labor unions 
#1 employers’ associations is by far the most uni- 
q<sal of all in its direct application. It reads: 
VII. The Church recommends the union of all 
tholics for combined work in the bonds of 
pristian charity. 
[There is question here not merely of promoting 
» work of Catholic industrial association, in the 
rit of justice and Christian charity, but of an 
ger, generous and whole-hearted participation of 
§ Catholics in a combined effort to further the 
mmon social welfare. “Brave hearts and united 
cees are imperatively demanded by the situation,” 
ote Pope Leo XIII years ago, viewing the wide- 
gcead misery of the masses throughout his day, 
id comprehending in all its seriousness the danger 
their being swept away into the vortex of social- 
a-and kindred evils, unless methods of relief 
‘re sought and justice done to them. 
But fundamental in all this movement for the 
‘lfare of the people, as the same Pontiff pointed 
t, must be the virtue of charity, of which modern 
‘lustrial life knows so little. “For the happy re- 
tits we all long for,’ he wrote in his Encyclical 
the Condition of the Working Classes, “must 
| chiefly brought about by the plenteous outpour- 
x of charity, of that Christian charity which is 
= > fulfilling of the whole Gospel law.” It is this 
nich ean make men sacrifice themselves for their 
if ighbor’s. sake. It is this which can make em- 
and employed look truly to each other’s 
e, and even place above their own private 
asts those of the commonweal. In the words of 
Apostle, quoted by the Holy Father: “Charity 
)patient, is kind . . . seeketh not her own.’ 
rity, as here ‘described, is the indispensable 
ion for any solution of the social question. It 
golden mean between the equally obnoxious 
s of Socialist hatred and Mammonist greed. 
ow little the world reflects on it today in its 
political and economic relations! More 
d than all other aids is the plenteous outpour- 
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Light and Love. 
oe Sacred Congregation of the Council, 
has uppermost in mind; what it now 
S as” a last and crowning suggestion, is the 
:o-operation of all Catholics in that same 
‘ian charity wl nies the Apostle extols. 


This supreme idea runs through all the practical 
conclusions and directions which now follow in the 
official document we are here considering. 

Once more, then, the Sacred Congregation reit- 
erates the right of the workers to independent 
unionization, “the right to constitute their own 
unions, distinct from those of the employers, al- 
though not antagonistic to them.” This, it hastens 
to add, is especially true of the strictly Catholic 
unions, desired and encouraged by the competent 
ecclesiastical authorities, binding their members to 
the observance of Catholic social teaching, repudiat- 
ing class war and collectivism, but espousing col- 
lective bargaining as an indispensable condition for 
the establishment of peaceful relations between 
capital and labor. 

The Congregation’s decision regarding the specific 
labor controversy in Northern France, which led 
to these pronouncements, is next given, but has 
already been sufficiently discussed in my first article. 
But what is of greatest consequence to us is the 
Triple Set of Directions, as I may call it, wherewith 
this document closes, and which I shall here deal 
with in proper sequefice. It concerns the trade 
unionists, the employers, and finally the Bishops 
and clergy. 

A. Directions for Trade Unionists. In its direc- 
tions for trade unionists the Sacred Congregation 
insists first and foremost upon one thing: “Chris- 
tian social education.” Directors of unions are 
themselves to be urged, obviously by their spiritual 
guides, “to provide more effectively for the Chris- 
tian social education of their members.” This is 
to be brought about by a still wider application of 


-the various methods actually in use in different 


countries, “‘secretariates, industrial weeks, study cir- 
cles, propaganda meetings, and spiritual retreats.” 
So it is hoped to stamp and impregnate all their 
union activities with a true Christian spirit of 
“charity, justice, and moderation.” 

Let us not imagine that these directions have no 
application to countries like the United States. 
Rather they apply all the more, in that we have 


" not even strictly Christian but merely neutral unions, 


at the best. Christian principles can obviously not 
be learned and absorbed by our workers at their 
union meetings, as could be done if they were 
members of purely Catholic organizations. Views 
at variance with the Church’s teachings are 
on the contrary only too often voiced and 
not seldom adopted. It follows, therefore, that 
our own trade unionists, who have no other choice 
than neutral unions, need Christian social education 
far more than their Catholic brethren abroad. If 


188 CENTRAL-BLATT AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, SEPTEMBER, 1930. 


such insistence is placed by the Church upon the 
Christian social education of the members of purely 
Catholic organizations, how tenfold more important 
is this education with us, except perhaps for the 
fact that Socialism and Communism have not yet 
made the same inroads as in Europe and elsewhere. 
But to keep them out our workers must first fully 
understand them. 

Not merely laborers, but employers and all others 
stand in need of this Christian social education, 
which is to be conveyed, not only in the various 
ways already suggested, but more systematically in 
our educational institutions themselves. Let us hear 
once more the Sacred Congregation: 

“On this subject, in view of a more thorough 
Christian social formation, and one more adapted 
to youth, the Sacred Congregation suggests that, 
in the various clubs for young men and boys, and 
in educational institutes, some social education 
suitable to the capacities of young people should 
be given, as is already done with excellent results 
in certain dioceses. The result of such instruction 
will be not only to protect the young from the errors 
to which they are exposed, but also to make them 
realize the beneficent activity of the Church in the 
social sphere.” 

A definite legislation is next given which directly 


’ concerns Catholic trade unions, but the spirit of 


which should be caught by every Catholic worker. 
The question namely arises of an inter-union alli- 
ance, in exceptional cases, between Christian and 
non-religious, or even Socialist unions, for the de- 
fense of their legitimate interests. Such an alliance 
is declared to be permissible under the following 
four conditions: (1) that it occurs in certain special 
cases only; (2) that the cause in question is just; 
(3) that co-operation is temporary only; (4) that 
all precautions have been taken to avert dangers 
such co-operation may entail. 

For every labor unionist this is an example of the 
vigilance he must exercise within his own trade 
union in order that Christian principles may be duly 
safeguarded in both its resolutions and practical 
methods of operation. But what can we hope for 
here if Catholic members of neutral trade unions 
are not even themselves properly trained~in their 
Christian social principles—and unfortunately this 
is but too generally the case! How then can they 

_ be able to propound and defend upon the floor, so 
far as duty demands it of them, the application of 
their Catholic teachings on charity, justice and 

_ equity, when private interests are at stake and em- 
bittered passions cloud the issue? Hence, once 

‘more, the need of “Christian social education.” 


Let us carefully note, therefore, the qualification 


de unions, but which Catholic orators at con- 


the Church invariably makes when it speaks | 


cerned purely with the spiritual welfare of thi 
worker, paramount as this must always be. Shei 
deeply interested as well in his material progress} 
I can here quote only in passing the very pertinen| 
words of the Sacred Congregation: “Moreove 
special care should be taken that all, particularh 
the leaders of the unions, should possess an adequate 
practical knowledge of the technical, professiona} 
and economic questions.” What more could bi 
said to show her vital and intelligent interest 1 
every phase of the labor problem? 

B. Directions for Employers’ Associations. Ad 
dressing itself next to the employers, the Sacre 
Congregation highly approves the relief work car 
ried on by their association in Northern France, ane 
the welfare undertakings further organized by it 
especially in the development of family allowances 
The reference made here is doubtless to the methoc 
whereby a special common fund is raised by th 
employers within a certain industry. Its purpos: 
is to bestow upon all workers who are heads o 
families set allowances, in exact proportion to thi 
number of their children. Prompted by a tru 
Catholic spirit, this method of relief, wherever i 
troduced, has proved an unspeakable blessing. Th 
Sacred Congregation describes it as “a work of thi 
highest charity as well as of social justice.” Iti 
well to note these last words. 


But excellent as all such beneficent undertaking 
may be, employers are warned not to be deceived 
into thinking that these works can by themselve 
assure the desired peace, when they are inspires 
merely by a purely human philanthropy. “Tru 
concord and peace,” the Sacred Congregation im 
presses on them, “can only be won by the adhesio; 
of all to the luminous principles of Christia: 
morality.” 

The first demand on industry is that it assure . 
decent livelihood for employers. and employee 
Profits are a very secondary consideration from th 
Christian standpoint. A reasonable wage, whic 
enables the worker to sustain himself and his fz 
in at least frugal comfort, should obviously be 
first care of every employers’ association, after 
provision of a Christian standard of living for thei 
own members. That is Christian ethics. 


The problem of the post-war period in Franc 
wisely taken into account by the Sacred Cong 
tion in its quoted statement, was that French i 
dustry was believed to be incapable of paying 
true family wage. Under such circumstances 
considerations of social justice and Christian c 
suggested the solution of family allowances. 
each worker with children to support rec 
certain parts of France, where Catholic inflt 
was strong, a sufficient sum, over and abov 
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trade unions. The formation of such associa- 
is is greatly encouraged. Catholics, unless pre- 
ted by necessity, should organize with Catholics 
1e, as in the case of the trade unions. Referring 
he Employers’ Association in Northern France, 
Sacred Congregation remarks: “Although indi- 
ually the directors of the Association make open 
fession of Catholicism, in point of fact they have 
med their Association on an undenominational 
is.’ Whereupon, for the employers’ special in- 
iction, the words of Pope Leo XIII are care- 
ly added: “‘Catholics ought by preference to 
m associations with Catholics, unless necessity 
ces them to act otherwise. This is a very im- 
tant point for the safeguarding of their faith” 
onginqua Oceani). 

\nd here a matter of special consequence is 
essed when the Sacred Congregation calls the 
sntion of Catholic manufacturers in inter-de- 
ninational associations “to their personal respon- 
lity for the resolutions that may be adopted, in 
ler that these may conform to the laws of Catho- 
morality.” Catholic members of employers’ as- 
jations are thus to do what lies in their power 
assure justice and charity for the worker, as 
eed for all concerned. : 
Hinally, the ideal proposed by the Sacred Congre- 
jon is clear. It would have laborers and em- 
yers organized completely, but into associations 
tinct with the Christian spirit. Organized labor 
1 organized capital are then to co-operate 
ough their representatives by means of standing 
nmittees prepared to deal with mutual problems 
1 difficulties as these may arise. The subject has 
eady been discussed in a previous article. It is 
is briefly stated in our document: 

“The Sacred Congregation would see with satis- 
‘tion the setting up of a regular method of com- 
inication between associations (i. e. of the em- 
yyers and employees, separately organized) by 
ans of a permanent joint committee. Such a 
mmittee would have for its aim to discuss mutual 
erests at periodical meetings, in order that the 
sociations should no longer be organs of conflict 
d antagonism, but rather, in harmony with the 
iristian conception, become means of mutual un- 
rstanding, of friendly discussion and peace.” 
While here we have the most significant solution 
the social question, so far as the co-operation of 
pital and labor is concerned, yet the true effec- 
eness of this, as of every other plan, supposes 
at “outpouring of Christian charity” which Pope 
© XIII described as the chief condition for suc- 
ss. Without this we shall hope in vain to restore 
mony to the industrial world. 
tence, to summarize what has been said, we have 
logical stages: (1) the complete organiza- 
of both capital and labor; (2) that organization 
ied out in the true Christian spirit; (3) the 
ar co-operation of standing committees at 
odic meetings, and basing their decisions on the 
justice, equity, and Christian charity. 
ns may seem utopian amid the spiritual 
modern world-—except where there 1s 


Ps 


question of joint meetings of representatives of 
purely Catholic organizations—and yet it is well to 
hold at least the lofty ideal up to our minds. 


C. Directions for Hierarchy and Clergy. We now 
come to the third class to whom appeal is made by 
the Sacred Congregation of the Council to help 
towards the betterment of social relations and social 
conditions. It embraces the Catholic episcopate and 
priesthood. And here we touch on the most im- 
portant aspect of the subject. 


Bishops and priests are clearly called upon to 
play a vital role in this great drama whose actors 
are the entire human race, and where at every mo- 
tion, step or utterance moral and religious principles 
may be involved. That the economic question is a 
moral and religious uestion the Holy See has most 
constantly and impressively insisted upon. The duty 
of Bishops and priests under such circumstances 
was already fully emphasized by Pope Leo XIII in 
his Encyclical on the Condition of the Working 
Classes: “Every minister of religion,” he there 
wrote, “must bring to the struggle the full energy of 
his mind and all his powers of endurance.” 


It is to the Bishops, in the first place, that the 
Holy See addresses itself, that by their authority, 
their intermediation, and their example they may 
quicken zeal in the clergy. So, for instance, the 
Sacred Congregation bestows special praise upon 
the Bishops of Northern France “for having con- 
fided to zealous and competent priests the duty of 
assisting the directors and members of the |indus- 
trial] associations in spiritual matters as well as in 
questions involving morality.” 

Nor does the Congregation stay there, but ex- 
presses further the wish that in other industrial 
districts the Bishops should nominate priests as 
“Missionaries of Labor.” The apostolate of these 
men, it urges, “besides protecting the people against 
the evil of religious indifference and the Socialist 
and Communist peril, would also be a witness to 
the material solicitude with which the Church em- 
braces the workers.” 


As for the clergy no more important words 


- could be cited here than those quoted by the Sacred 


Congregation from a letter of Pope Benedict XV 
addressed to the Bishop of Bergamo. With absolute ~~ 
finality the Pope states: 


“Let no member of the clergy imagine that such 
activity is outside his priestly ministry on the ground 
that it lies in the economic sphere. It is precisely 
in this sphere that the salvation of souls is in peril. 
Hence it is Our desire that priests regard it as one 
of their obligations to devote themselves as far as 
possible to social theory and action, by study, ob- 
servation and work, and that they support in all 
ways those who in this sphere exercise a wholesome 
influence for the good of Catholics.” . 

These are great words that should be deeply im- 
pressed on the mind of every seminarian preparing _ 
for Holy Orders. aa 

Indeed, the Sovereign Pontiffs, in their Encyclicals © 
on capital and labor; the Hierarchies of vari y 
countries, in their joint social Pastorals; and ' 
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| 


Sacred Congregation of the Council itself, in the 
present instance, all offer to both clergy and laity 
an illustrious example in social zeal. The need is 
plain. “The remarkable progress of Socialism and 
Communism,” says the Sacred Congregation, “and 
the loss of faith among the working classes are 
undeniable facts that give rise to serious thought.” 
Radicalism, it is true, has been far less successful 
in the United States than in Europe, but who can 
foresee what developments may follow in times like 
the present. We may still be safe, but who knows 
what the morrow may bring! There is a dire need 
of religion and “Christian social education,” both 
among the employing and the labor classes. Without 
this we can have no sure foothold for social peace. 

Socialism and Communism throughout Europe 
and in the Far East are making the masses believe, 
as we are prudently warned, that these doctrines 
alone can promote their industrial, political and social 
interests. We should not fail to see that in our own 
country this same evil is restlessly at work, “which 
draws so many souls on to the road of eternal 
perdition, and saps the bases of social order, thus 
preparing the ruin of nations and of states.” While 
the workers are thus endangered, the owners of vast 
wealth, at the other extreme, have often displayed 
a total disregard of social justice and personal re- 
sponsibility, not to mention Christian charity. What 
is to come of it all? 

Can we then supinely ignore the need of Christian 
social education, of Christian social organization, 
and of the diffusion of Christian social principles, 
together with the spreading of that Faith which 
alone can save the world, materially as well as 
spiritually? Social education is needed if we would 
bring our message to the masses and the classes. 
There is work abundant for the Hierarchy and the 
clergy, for the Catholic laborer and the Catholic 
employer. Let me, then, repeat once more the im- 
portant Statement with which this article began: 

The Church recommends the union of all Catholics 
for combined work in the bonds of Christian 


charity. Josep Husstern, S. J., Ph.D.. 
Dean of St. Louis University School 
of Sociology, St. Louis. 


Those who have eyes to see—and God knows 
they are few—must view with alarm the ever- 
growing claim of the State to interfere in and 
gradually supersede all the other autonomous bodies 
in the state—the Church and the family, for in- 
stance. The State is a veritable octopus, whose 
tentacles are trying to grip the functions which 
were formerly left to individuals and families. And 
all that in the name of an enlightened liberalism, as 
if it were the part of liberalism, in whatever way 
understood, to choke the springs of free will and 
self-determination! The Servile State, which 
Hilaire Belloc saw looming, is very near us. In 
Russia, where the State controls and regulates al- 
most all the actions of individuals, it is a fact... .. 
But it is not in Russia alone that this process is 
seen at work. It is everywhere, The Week, 


Bombay | 


S 


_ pre-historical data some evidence which will allo 


| 


The Religion of Pre-Historic | 
Man 

In the present paper, we shall study the religic 
of pre-historic man. The man of the pleistocene aj) 
has left no documentary evidences nor written re! 
ords. Most likely the art of letters was unknow| 
to him. Anthropological finds point to the fact th] 
aboriginal man did not know the art of writin 
All that primitive man left and that has con 
down to us are bones and stones, burial places, ar 
the various evidences of his dwelling in cave 
flint, arms, pottery, implements, and pictures whic 
he drew and painted on the rock walls of his habitey 
The complete absence of any written records of th 
pre-historic period offers the greatest difficulty | 
the study of this particular age, and it is only 
a careful analysis and comparison of the objects « 
this period that we may, with greater or lesser aj 
curacy, draw conclusions as to the religious natu: 
of pre-historic man. 
The only historical record dealing with the orig: 
of man is the report of Moses given in the fir 
few chapters of Genesis. According to Moses, ma: 
in the very beginning of history, knew the One St 
preme Being, the God and Lord, the Father of ma 
and the Creator of all things. But this record 
Moses refers only to the very beginning of humai 
ity. If Pithecanthropos, the Heidelberg and Pil 
down man, and the Neandertal and Cro-Magne 
races still preserved a recollection of the Paradi: 
faith of the first man, we have no positive eviden 
thereof. At any rate there seems to be a gre; 
space of time between the Paradise days and tl 
days of Pithecanthropos, the oldest specimen of tt 
human race. The possibility exists that the how 
sapiens of the pleistocene period had lost all remen 
brance of the former belief in a Supreme Bein 
On the other hand, the mere possibility cannot be d 
nied that the pre-historic man may have preserved 
belief in a Supreme Being. Both cases are possibl 


Let us approach this difficult problem and s 
whether we may gather from the extremely scar 


us to favor either of the two possibilities as tl 
more probable. At the present stage of anthropolo; 
ical studies, there are no facts at hand which wow. 
offer any conclusive evidence. All we may hoy 
for is, that from the existing anthropological mat 
rial, we shall derive some points which may pert 
us to consider one of the two possibilities as t 
more probable. 


Pre-historic man believed in some form of ¢ 
after-life. His belief in another world becomes 
dent from his burial places, for in his grave: 
find objects which were placed beside the co: 
evidently intended to provide the deceased with st 
plies for the life to come. In other words, t 
aboriginal man was animistic. But animistic bel 
do not of necessity militate against any higher 
liefs. Animistic practices may, and in fact do, e 
side by side with polytheistic or even monothei 
beliefs. Ethnology proves this. For many tt 
exist which observe animistic practices, and, at 
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ne time, worship a supreme deity or a plurality 
deities. The worship of a higher deity is not ex- 
sive, but rather ‘tolerant’? of animistic rites. 
imism, even if conceded to have existed among 
aboriginal men in pre-historic days, pre-supposes 
ne form of belief in another world. And this 
ief in a future life is next door neighbor to a 
ief which knows God or deities. 

Not a single statue or picture, dating from the 
g period of pre-historic days, clearly representing 
- ideas of polytheism or monotheism, has been 
ind. Only occasionally we find some statuettes 
the human figure which writers have hastily 
ught to be possibly figures of deities or house- 
ld gods. If such a conclusion is permissible, it 
still to be proved. We have no positive proofs. 
e whole form of these supposed deities is of so 
thly a nature and reveals so little of the divine 
supernatural, that the idea of anything god-like 
ms absolutely absent. It was a most natural thing 
‘ primitive man to imitate the human figure, just 
it is nowadays a common experience that boys 
e to make “little men” out of clay. But it is 
ving philosophy to the point of frenzy to declare 
se toys or fanciful imitations of the human 
ure divinities and god-like figures. 

Whichever way we turn, positive proof cannot be 
vanced that pre-historic man was polytheistic or 
motheistic. This complete absence of any posi- 
e anthropological proof is to the evolutionistically 
aded student sufficient evidence that primitive man 
| not know God or deities. Let us work for a 
w seconds in strictest accordance with this evo- 
ionistic logic. The great majority of all human 
ures which have been unearthed as dating from 
» earliest period of human history are of the 
nale type. The male form in the art of primitive 
in is of later date. Now, this would prove, ac- 
‘ding to evolutionistic practices, that humanity in 
» beginning consisted of females. This is evi- 
atly ridiculous and shows the falsity of evolution- 
ic principles. Some writers, to find a way out 
this contradiction, have suggested that the primi- 
e artists were women, but this theory did not 
nd criticism, and has been given up by students 
anthropology. Figures of plant-life—as simple 
draw as the leaf of a tree—are found at only a 
y stations of anthropological finds. But figures 
animals were drawn by primitive artists long be- 
they thought of depicting plant-life. Evolu- 
aistic processes would compel us to assume that 
nt-life is of later date than animal-life, which 
umption nobody would seriously adhere to. The 
on and the deer are the first animals shown in the 
s of primitive man. Does this prove that all 
er animals either did not exist or were unknown 
the time when the primitive artist set out to 
his first picture? Certainly not. It simply 
vs that the evolutionistic argument is not sound. 
absence of certain objects in the art of primi- 
man does not prove the absence of the object in 


. supreme being or beings does not prove the 


fe. The absence of a pictorial representation — 


absence of a belief of pre-historic man in a supreme 
deity or deities. 

What is the scientific procedure when no positive 
argument regarding a certain object can be found? 
The object under consideration is studied in its re- 
lation to the other objects, or a second object is 
sought which is nearest to the first object. Pre- 
historic man is our first object, but owing to an 
absolute lack of positive evidence we feel entitled to 
search for the existence of a second object which 
is nearest in time and type to our first object. Where 
will we find this nearest relation? 


Ethnology has classified and scaled the grades of 
culture. The lowest existing culture is the most 
primitive and most likely the nearest culture to that 
of aboriginal man. 


At the top of the culture scale are the white or 
European races, which are professedly monotheistic. 
The semi-civilized and uncivilized races form the 
middle section of the scale. All of these races are 
pronouncedly polytheistic. At the bottom of the 
scale are found the most primitive races. They rep- 
resent the lowest culture. ‘To the list of these be- 
long many of the negroid pygmies of Central Africa, 
tribes of Tasmania and Australia, especially of 
South-East Australia, the Andaman Islanders, tribes 
of New Guinea and the Malay Peninsula, and some 
others. Now, a most surprising feature of these 
lowest races is that they are monotheistic. These 
primitive monotheistic tribes represent the lowest 
grade of culture and, therefore, are nearer than any 
other culture to the origin of humanity and of cul- 
ture. Another point which may be observed in re- 
gard to many of these primitives is the secrecy with 
which they surround their belief in the One Supreme 
God. Even the very name of God is not to be re- 
vealed to strangers or women and children. At the 
ceremonies of initiation into manhood the sacred 
traditions of their forefathers are disclosed and the 
name of God is revealed to the novices for the 
first time. | 

This secrecy about the most sacred thing, the 
name of God, is not an abnormal observation. From 
experience every ethnologist and field worker knows 
that the most difficult thing to discover is the re- 
ligion of natives. 
close their religious beliefs to foreigners. The first 
Christians acted similarly. They did not wish to 
profane the mysteries of religion by revealing them 
to the uninitiated, the heathens. With them this was 


‘called the arcan discipline. The Hebrews were even 


forbidden to pronounce the name of Jehovah. 

Now, let us proceed to our application. The most 
primitive races of the present are monotheistic and 
practice the arcan discipline. And, furthermore, 
these most primitive types are the specimens which 
come nearest to the man of pre-historic days. In 
fact some of them are actually thought to be re- 
mains of the palaeolithic period. Consequently we 
cannot wonder that we do not find a single statue or 
picture representing the religious belief of pre-his- 
toric man. He may have been—this probability ex- 


_ ists—monotheistic and may have practiced the arcan 


Natives dislike greatly to dis-.~ 


a 


iy 
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discipline, just as his brother amongst the primitive 
tribes does nowadays. The writer does not wish to 
convey any certitude as to his idea that pre-historic 
man was actually monotheistic, but from the com- 
parison made, he feels entitled to say that there ex- 
ists a certain probability that pre-historic man may 
have been monotheistic. At least there are, at the 
present stage of anthropology, no facts or scientific 
data at hand, which would refute the possibility of 
the monotheism of pre-historic man. 

Present-day literature delights in representing pre- 
historic man not so much as having a religious na- 
ture, but rather as given to magical practices. In 
investigating this question we shall have to study the 
art of pre-historic days. ‘The primitive man, who 
was by trade a hunter, delighted in pictures of the 
deer and the bison, and above all he was interested 
in his business of the chase. He sketched the wolf 
and the reindeer, the boar and the moose, the fish 
and the bird. The deer is depicted on the run, the 
bison in action; all animals are represented as in life 
or at the moment the dart brings death to the prey 
and luck to the hunter. Primitive man acted like 
a sportsman of today who adorns his home with 
objects of art he knows how to appreciate. What 
is more common than to see in the home of a polo 
player the picture of fine polo ponies, or in that of a 
yachtsman the picture of the sea and sailing vessels, 
or in that of a hunter pictures of game? Our 
scholars take all this for granted, but when they 
see primitive man delight in pictures of his game, 
they assume a hyper-philosophical air and accuse 
him of magical designs. The majority of writers 
on primitive art are imbued with the spirit of magic, 
and, enlarging on the theory originated by Frazer, 
they see in every picture of the primitive period 
traces of magic. A picture of any living being, be 
it person, animal, or plant, be it in connection with 
one’s trade or not, is not in itself a sign of magic. 
Should we not accuse these very same writers of 
magic when they possess pictures of their mothers, 
their wives, their children? Or does the professor 
of anthropology, who has hung up in his dining- 
room a picture of fruits or of game, or a banquet 
scene, wish to stimulate his appetite and that of 
his sons and daughters by magical arts when his 
beloved wife is the cook? Leonardo da Vinci 
painted the Last Supper. The grouping of the 
Apostles around the supper-table is perfectly done. 
Even at the most tragic moment the Apostles pre- 
served dignity and composure, as the picture shows. 


_ Let us now argue according to evolutionistic logic. 
Why did Da Vinci paint this picture and why 
_ did he pay so much attention to the grouping, to 
symmetry and dignity? The painter must have had 
_a reason for it. At his home table, we must as- 
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1m ethene was just the very opposite. But 


Id observe refinement. With this in- 

inted the Last Supper. That a look 

s guests to the ob- 
and greater re- 
onve 
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lignity. He wished that his friends, when | °f Commons, acting as faithful watch- 


| _ The difference 
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\ 
ture, the artist intended, should really exercise } 
magic influence upon his guests. We must conclu¢d 
from a study of the systematic arrangement of tI) 
group, that originally Leonardo’s guests were bj 
having rudely at table. But who would argue thy 
in Leonardo’s case? Why, then, is this form ¢ 
argument permissible in the case of primitive mar} 
Evolutionistic logic then is illogical. 

The darts inserted in the side of a deer in pain} 
ings of the pre-historic period are taken by the fc) 
lowers of the evolutonistic-magical theory as ce} 
tain proof of primitive man’s belief in magic. Hov) 
ever, is it not natural that an artist who is, at th 
same time, a hunter should sketch a picture of th 
tragic moment of the chase? Should he not eve 
put three darts in the side of a deer to demonstrat 
the heat and excitement of the chase, and the har 
work it took to bring down his prey? Whoeve 
would suspect magic in a picture of St. Sebastia 
because he is painted with several darts woundin 
his side? 


(To be continued ) 


Apo.pH Dominic Frenay, O. P., Ph. D., 
Albertus Magnus College, New Hiaven, Con 


The British Labor Party and th 
Catholic Schools 


(Concluded ) 


It must be remembered that the British Lab 
Party is composed of a heterogeneous collectio 
The party comprises Socialists of the extreme typi 
who do not believe in religion; moderate trade 
unionists, many of whom are deeply religious ; Nor 
conformists who are strongly opposed to Cathol 
cism, and a large number of working-class Cathd 
lics. To many Catholics the Education Questio 
is of paramount importance, but the Labor Goverr 
ment, oppressed by the duties and cares of offic 
almost_overwhelmed by the growing magnitude ¢ 
the unemployment problem, harassed by the grov 
ing impatience of the “left-wing” members of th 
party, as well as opponents of the Government, view 
Education merely as one of a number of questi 
on which tentative promises have been made. 
Labor Party does not appear willing to give 
much time to the matter and appears to have 
it in the hands of the President of the Board 
Education, Sir Charles Trevelyan, M. P., to 
the best of a troublesome question. Neverth 
there is inside the Parliamentary Labor Part 
virile group of Catholic Labor members, led 
Idfield, who are giving yeoman service 
Catholic cause. On every possible occas 
other of this group raises the question in 
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ds to any school which claims to give religious 
shing. 

‘he cleavage of opinion among members of the 
yor Party has been brought to public notice, in 
sequence of a Resolution passed by the New- 
t (Mon) City Council. This Local Authority 
pted a Resolution expressing the opinion that 
Grant given to Provided schools, to enable them 
meet the requirements of the Board of Educa- 
1, Should in equity be given also to non-Provided 
ools. The Resolution was moved and seconded 
two Catholic Labor men. It was also unani- 
usly decided to send a copy to every Local Au- 
rity in the country, with a request that same 
uld be adopted by them and sent to the Presi- 
it of the Board of Education. The Resolution 
s favorably received by a number of Authorities 
| it is estimated that support was promised by 40 
ucation Committees. It is within the writer’s 
»wledge that in some cases the whole of the Labor 
mbers of the Authority voted in favor of sup- 
t. 

n other instances, however, Local Labor Parties 
re taken strong exception to Catholic members 
o have voted in favor of the Catholic claims and 
several cases expulsion has followed. This has 
ypened in Liverpool, Manchester, Chorley and 
ssendale. Catholic Labor members of Local Au- 
ities have been expelled by Local Labor Par- 
; because of their advocacy of fair treatment of 
luntary schools, and in two instances as a direct 
sequence of their giving support to the “New- 
t Resolution.” The legality of such expulsion 
; been challenged by the victims and the British 
bor Party, it is generally expected, will call for 
reinstatement of the expelled members. It is 
dent, therefore, that unanimity with regard to 
Catholic schools is not to be found either in the 
tional Labor Party or its constituent bodies. 


[he British Labor Party, on the whole, does not 
ear to be violently opposed to Catholic schools— 
2 reason probably is the large number of Catho- 
workers who give the Labor Party their votes— 
perhaps owing to the inclusion of fanatics of 
rious types the leaders are compelled to move 
h the utmost circumspection. If the Catholic 
€ was a solid, compact power, ready and willing 
move in any given direction at call, the Labor 
rty, and the other parties, would look more favor- 
y on Catholic claims. 

The position at the moment is not without hope. 
ttain conversations between representatives of. 
icational organizations and the Government have 
to the tabling, in the House of Commons, of a 
hite Paper” which contains proposals for en- 
ng Local Education Authorities to enter into 
arr with the Managers of non-Provided 
ools for purposes of reorganization. As these 
osals signalize a new departure, it will per- 
be well to state them in full: 

ere the enlargement, reconstruction, or improvement 
Provided School is required to give effect to 
tion proposals approved by the Board of Edu- 
cal Education Authority may make an agree- 


ment with the Managers of that Non-Provided school to 
give such a grant as is necessary for such enlargement, 
re-construction or improvement. 


Where such a grant is made the teachers of the school 
concerned shall become the servants of the Local Educa- 
tion Authority and shall be appointed and removable by 
them. 

The Managers shall, however, have the right to be con- 
sulted and to be satisfied that such and so many of the 
teachers of the school as are necessary for the purpose are 
willing and competent to give special religious instruction 
in accordance with the provisions (if any) of the Trust 
Deed and as required by the Managers. 


The agreement shall specify the number of teachers in 
regard to whom the Managers have the right to be so con- 
sulted and satisfied, due regard being given to the number 
of children whose parents desire them to have such special 
religious instruction. 


No teachers shall be dismissed except by the Local 
Education Authority, but the Managers may ask the Local 
Education Authority to remove a teacher on the ground 
that having been appointed to give special religious instruc- 
tion, he has failed to give such instruction efficiently and 
suitably. 


If a case of difference should arise as to the removal 
of such a teacher, which cannot be settled between the 
Local Education Authority and the Managers, it shall be 
referred to the Board of Education for decision. 


The Managers, after the execution of the specific enlarge- 
ment, re-construction or improvement, will retain their 
existing responsibility for repairs. 

The premises shall (unless the grant has previously been 
repaid) continue to be used for the purpose of a Public 
Elementary School, so long as that use is necessary. 


Where, owing to reorganization, children are transferred 
to a Provided School from a Non-Provided School, the 
Local Education Authority shall permit arrangements to 
be made, on the lines of what is known as the Anson 
bye-law, for withdrawing such children, if desired by their 
parents, for special religious instruction outside the School. 

“The Hierarchy of England and Wales expressed 
their views on these proposals in the following Reso- 
tion which they issued at their annual meeting in 
Low Week of this year: ‘We cannot contemplate 
relinquishing any of the rights possessed by the 
managers of the non-Provided schools regarding 
the appointment and dismissal of teachers, except as 
part of a satisfactory permanent national settle- 
ment.” The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, 
at a subsequent public meeting, said: “They con- 
tain two extraordinarily valuable admissions which 
must never be forgotten. The first is that Voluntary 
schools are necessary for the educational equipment 
of the country. That has not been admitted, in the 
same form, in the past. Attempts were made—very 
strong attempts—some years ago to do away with 
what is known as the dual system.” 


“It is now publicly admitted by the President of 
the Board of Education that doing away with the 
dual system is not in sight for the next 50 years, if 
ever. The second admission is this, that there must 
be religious tests for teachers, if there is to be re- 
ligious teaching. ‘No religious tests for teachers’ 
is one of those absurd catch-phrases which take 
currency so easily, and people accept them without 
thinking.” f 


In so far as these admissions have been made by — 
the Labor President of the Board of Education, it 
does not appear too much to hope that further ad- 
missions and concessions may be won. The Hierar- 
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chy has rejected the proposals, in a dignified man- 
ner, but the door has not been closed to further 
negotiations. 

Mr. J. R. Oldfield, M. P., speaking to Sir Charles 
Trevelyan, on behalf of the Catholic Labor Mem- 
bers of Parliament, stated they were glad the “White 
Paper” contained proposals only, because presuma- 
bly they were still open to alteration. Speaking after 
consultation with the other Catholic Labor Mem- 
bers, the present proposals were altogether unsatis- 
factory. The Catholic group, under the leadership 
of Mr. Oldfield, may be depended upon to do all that 
is possible to obtain a satisfactory solution from the 
Labor Government. 


That is the position at the present time! It can 
be said that the British Labor Party knows the na- 
ture of the Catholic demands. The group of Catho- 
lic members, inside the House of Commons, the ef- 
forts of the Hierarchy to keep the matter promi- 
nently before the public mind, intelligent action in- 
side Local Labor Parties, and a determination on 
the part of ALL Catholic voters to consider justice 
for Catholic schools the important question of the 
day, may eventually persuade the British Labor 
Party, and the Labor Government, to give equal 
treatment to all schools. But the ultimate result 
will depend very largely on the mass of Catholic 
voters. The Labor Party, like other parties, has 
within its ranks politicians who are swayed by the 
probable vote-catching power of their actions in 
Parliament. 


The fact that the Education Question has been 
settled in Scotland may have a bearing on the Eng- 
lish position. England and Scotland are, of course, 
ruled by the same national government. Previous 
to the passing of the Scottish Education Act of 1918, 
Catholics of Scotland were in the same position as 
their English brethren prior to 1902. In Scotland 
all schools, Catholic or otherwise, are built and 
maintained out of public funds. Catholics have been 
relieved of the burden we, in England, still labor 
under. ‘The Catholic schools, after the Act of 1918 
came into force, were either bought or leased by the 
Education Authorities, nor have they lost their dis- 
tinctive Catholic character. The Catholic-religion 
is taught by Catholic teachers, who must possess a 
certificate, testifying to a knowledge of the subject, 
granted by the Catholic Diocesan authority. The 
schools are controlled by a public authority, but the 
teaching of religion is safeguarded by a clause in 
the Act which states that in those schools where a 
particular kind of religious teaching was in use, the 
same type of religious teaching must be continued. 
Not only that, but new schools, for Catholic chil- 
dren, have been built out of public funds, to meet 
the needs of growing districts. 


Whilst there may be points in the Scottish settle- 


ment that do not commend themselves to the Catho- 


lics in England, an acceptance of the principle that 


education shall be provided on equal terms to Cath- 
olics and non-Catholics alike, which made the Scot- 
tish Education Act of 1918 possible, ought not to be 


\ 


impossible to a party which claims to stand fo 


democracy and equality of opportunity.’ ) 


T. Leyv_ANp; J. Pa | 

ae j 

Preston, England, Organizing Secretary, | 
Catholic Social Guild. | 


Warder’s Review 
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Many Buying Units Destroyed f 
For the information of advertisers the Clicag) 
Tribune Survey, for July, tells to what extent thy 
purchasing power of the various classes of fh 
American people has been affected by the econom 
depression. Speaking “From the Tower,” a fea 
ture of this monthly business survey, the write 
says: 
“In modest neighborhoods, small-home, small-car ‘aver 
age’ families look more closely to their expenditures thi 
year. They scan prices, seize the exceptional bargain. Pric 
appeal draws their attention and holds it long enough tf 
sell. Above-average families, generous spenders in flush 
times, likewise step the line of economy with increase 
caution. But the many low-income families have been practi 
tically annihilated as buying units’ (italics ours). 
The last sentence of the statement is tremenf 
dously significant and revealing. What a sea OF 
misery and despair those few lines indicate! An@ 
how little heed is paid by their more fortunate 
brethren to the condition of “the many low-incom@ 
families’ who have been, in the opinion of tht 
Chicago Tribune, “practically annihilated as buyim 
units.” Nor could even the worst enemy of the 
present economic system say anything more deroga: 
tory regarding its efficiency than what that one shot 
sentence states. 


h 


Failure Notwithstanding a Century of 
Supremacy 

Speakers and writers lauding the blessings of 
Capitalism are accustomed to dwell on mass pro: 
duction and the development of the means of trans 
portation and a widespread exchange of goods ag 
outstanding advantages of the present economic sys 
tem. Because of these things, it is claimed, the 
masses are now better supplied, not merely witl 
the necessities, but also with the luxuries of life 
than were the common at any other time in th 
history of the world. 

The present crisis has, however, demonstrated 
inability of willing workers to obtain the mea 
necessary to purchase what they may need to sus- 
tain a decent existence. In fact, millions of men, 
women and children the world over are beginni 
to suffer from a lack of proper nourishment, 
sides finding themselves poorly clothed and il 
housed. Even starvation is not unknown in this 
golden age of plenty and a plethora of capital. — 

According to The Canadian Co-Operator, the 
British Columbia vice-president of the Co-Ope 
ative Union, Robert Wood, commenting recent 
on the shortage of ready money, and the genet 


_ 1) For the resumé on State-aided Education the writer 
indebted to the pamphlet, published by the Catholic Soe: 
Guild, Oxford, “The Catholic School Campaign”, by Mi 
Susan Cunnington, M. A. , pe 
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ing of depression existing in the province, re- 
red to the death from actual starvation of some 
;. at Kamloops, B. C. Something that had been 
Ferto unheard of in the province. “Every 
pght train,’ he added, “brings in men looking 
| work, and there is very little to be had, the 
| supply of labor being sufficient for all needs.” 
lImost equally significant is the advice offered 
the Pana Palladium to its readers. Published in 
mee thriving community in the great common- 
Ith of Illinois, the paper referred to warns resi- 
ts to secure their homes against invasion, “‘as a 
gry man is likely to do almost anything to ward 
starvation.” 
There is evidently room for improvement in an 
nomic system which, after a hundred years of 
aterrupted growth and supremacy, must admit 
inability to reward in a just manner the labor 
farmers and workingmen, and which cannot even 
yvide work for millions of men and women, will- 
and anxious to earn their bread in the sweat 
ttheir brow. 


Blind to Fatal Folly of Liberalism 
Jnfortunately American Catholics fight shy of 
ing that blackest of spades, Liberalism, a spade. 
2y may attack errors flowing from it, and insti- 
sons, such as divorce or birth control, that have 
ir origin in Liberalism, but to condemn the en- 
» system in all of its various ramifications, they 
m to lack courage. In consequence, we find 
cholics participating in and propagating causes 
y should condemn and combat. 

Thus. for instance, we discovered that the Cath. 
omen’s League, of Chicago, is represented on the 
9k County Campaign Committee for Women on 
‘ies. This committee is trying to arouse interest 
the Referendum, to be voted on in the fall elec- 
n, and intended to foist on the women of the 
ute of Illinois jury service. In doing so they 
ke use of specious arguments, such as the fol- 
ying : 

The full right of citizenship is denied Illinois women 
2ss the privilege to serve on juries is granted them. 
- this and many other obvious reasons we seek your 
operation.” 

To impose on themselves jury service, while dis- 
ising themselves either entirely or to a great 
ent from the obligations of motherhood—such 
Feminism fostered by Liberalism. In this con- 
tion let us quote from a letter addressed by the 
mer Cardinal Secretary of State, Gasparri, in 
“name of the Holy Father to a group of French 
dents, on April 21, 1927. Having declared the 
ly Father desired to say to them, that L’ Action 
incaise had merely discredited political and so- 
| Liberalism to make room for the worst, re- 
ous Liberalism, the communication closes with 
following noteworthy sentence: : 

The Holy Father believes it desirable to add that the 
eralism of all times and in all its various forms has, for 
good Catholic, not merely been discredited by the 
ch, but condemned by it.”1) 


nano, of May 11, 1927. 


The latter was published in No. 107 of the Osservatore — 


Modern State May Prove Object of Revolt 


Taking as his text for the Dr. John Clifford 
Lecture to the Brotherhood Movement, delivered 
on July 14, “Democracy Old and New,” Mr. Bald- 
win, the leader of the Conservative Party of Eng- 
land, “had much to say well worth the saying,” ac- 
cording to the London Economist. In the words 
of the distinguished British weekly: 

“Noting, on the one hand, the similarity of our pres- 
ent problems to those which had to be faced by politi- 
cians in the city-states of Plato’s day, and, on the other 
hand, emphasizing the radical differences—in breadth of 
franchise, material achievement, and political aspirations 
—between a modern democracy and those Greek com- 
munities whose ideas still act as yeast in the world’s 
thought, he warned his hearers of the danger lest we 
should mistake a democratic framework of government 
for a democratic society in which the ideal of univer- 
sally thoughtful and responsible voters had been at- 
tained.” 


Mr. Baldwin is further quoted as saying: 


“We have perfected the machinery of popular gov- 
ernment, and one immediate danger is that it may be 
seized and exploited in undemocratic ways for undemo- 
cratic ends. In the name of the sovereign people deeds 
may be done as cruel as those done by any Greek tyrant 
or medieval despot. It is terribly easy for those in 
power to confuse justice with the interest of the strong, 
but oppression of the few by the many is just as ugly 
as its opposite.” 

These wise words are commended by The Econ- 
omuist to the remembrance, “not merely of Mr. 
MacDonald’s Cabinet, but of all members of future 
Governments placed in power by the suffrage of an 
electorate virtually co-extensive with the country’s 
adult population.” ‘For the danger lies deeper,” 
the weekly quoted believes, “than the obvious risk 
that the old story of ‘bread and circuses’ may be dis- 
astrously repeated, and that, to save society from 
foundering, the political wheel may turn again on 
its classic cycle from oligarchy, through democracy, 
to tyranny.” 


“There is the danger,” thinks The Economist with 
Mr. Baldwin, “that the State which modern de- 
mocracy has fashioned, and on whose increasing in- 
tervention in moulding the economic conditions of 
life so many hopes are reposed, may prove to be a 
mechanism so clumsy and over-riding in its oper- 
ations, so forgetful of human personality in its 
concentration on the barren concept of ‘economic 
man,’ that ordinary men, hungry for individual 
well-being, may revolt against it.” 


| Contemporary Opinion | 


If there is one basic failing of the official Ameri- 
can Labor Movement that is of greater hurt to if 
than any other, it is its desire to remain a two-by- 
four organism, interested solely in the industrial in- 
terests of the workers it represents. The whole 
machinery of American Labor is devoted to the 
problems arising out of the shop and factory. It 
gives no heed to the desires of workers as human 
beings. 


There was hope with the founding of the work- 
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ers’ education movement that the cultural needs of 
the workers would be more earnestly considered. 
But this hope soon foundered when this wider ac- 
tivity willingly accepted the middle-class ideology of 
adult education. 


The limited viewpoint of labor has much to do 
with the disunity, disinterest, and the peculiar atti- 
tude of its leadership that the movement is a busi- 
ness venture built solely for the welfare of its offi- 
cials, which now prevails. It certainly is responsi- 
ble for the total lack of a labor psychology among 
the masses of workers in this country. Here, at 
least, the American workers have much to learn 
from the old and more inclusive Labor Movements 
of Europe. 

Labor Age 


Lecturing to the East India Association in Lon- 
don recently, Mr. C. F. Strickland, late Registrar 
of Co-operative Societies in the Punjab, said that 
where the rural credit societies had functioned effi- 
ciently they had changed the point of view of the 
peasants. From credit the road led forward to co- 
operation for the improvement of agriculture and 
cattle rearing; to the promotion of adult education 
and compulsory juvenile education; to compulsory 
arbitration; and to health work. “Better Living 
Societies” bound their members to comply with any 
rule laid down by the general meeting in respect of 
sanitation, thrift, or moral and social reform. 
Co-operation was the only means by which the peas- 
ants could be grouped and taught for their own 
benefit, and for the making of India a nation. 

This point was emphasized by Lord Linlithgow, 
who called attention to the valuable efforts for rural 
betterment that were being made in several of the 
Indian States, notably in Mysore. He was firmly per- 
suaded that co-operation was the best hope for rural 
India. He was confident, too, that the ‘one- 
purpose” credit society must for many years remain 
the chief instrument for extending co-operation and 
for teaching its principles. It was impossible to over- 
stress the importance of the educative function of 
co-operation and, therefore, the extent to which its 
virtue depended upon the health of the primary so- 
ciety. Quality, not numbers, was what counted ; the 
basis of co-operative credit was character. 

The Producer,') 
Manchester 


The State is not always the beneficent landlord 
at the socialistically-inclined would have us be- 
e. In this instance we may take the War Serv- 
omes Commission—a State Department—as 
nple. Many of the occupants of War Serv- 
ymes have been served by the Commission with 
; to quit, because they were in arrears with 
In thes 


| shut down part of 
statesmanship. 


of stress, when the | 
pee | 


ered that the State should set an example in benev h 
lent landlordism, and not threaten to take the ro 
from over the heads of the victims of unemploy 
ment. 7 

In the case of a private property owner, with tw) 
or three tenements, on the rents of which he dif 
pends for a living, there is some excuse. Preserva 
tion being the first law of nature, he has to eje} 
tenants who cannot pay, and put in tenants wif 
can—if he can get them. There is no such excus 
for the War Service Homes Commission. It wi 
not starve in the interim of waiting for better times 
even though it be put to some financial difficulty. 

After all, these homes were sold on easy tern 
to men in return for war service, as the term in 
plies, and it seems a satire on the State’s gratituc 
to the men who served it in time of desperate neell 
that these men should be made homeless at a tim 
when their own need is desperate. 

The Commission had better withdraw its notice 
and take what it can get, rather than act the Shy 
lock with its workless mortgagees. 

The Catholic Press, 

Sydney 


Chairman Legge of the Farm Board and Secré 
tary Hyde of the Department of Agriculture ha 
been going through the winter-wheat belt tellin 
farmers that their only salvation is to make a drag 
tic cut in the acreage of wheat. + 

Reduce production 25 per cent and make the tari! 
duty of 42 cents a bushel effective, is a doctrini 
preached in this campaign. But how long woul 
the wheat tariff last if farmers did this? A thin 
so unstable as a tariff on food is a mighty uncer 
tain foundation upon which to build an agriculture 
policy. q 

Another doctrine in this campaign is that 
wheat production must be adjusted to domesti 
needs because of fading foreign markets for the su1 
plus. We used to sell a much larger surplus abroa¢ 
The trouble is that by raising our tariff duties o 
manufactured goods higher and higher, we h: 
made it impossible for foreign peoples to trade thei 
wares for normal quantities of our farm product: 
Further, we have bred resentment that is bearin 
fruit in retaliation. i 

Having thus curtailed, and even destroyed, o 
foreign markets for wheat in order to make tl 
country safe for profiteering, these men, wh 
supposed to speak for farmers, but who in 
are speaking for the industrialists, have the ef 
ery to tell farmers that they must accept th 
ation as something akin to an act of 
their plant. And they 
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SOCIAL REVIEW 


CATHOLIC ACTION 

The great Congress of German Catholics, the 
jicty-ninth since 1848, will be held in the historic 
ry of Muenster, in Westphalia, a commune rich 
| Catholic traditions, from September 4 to Sep- 
mber 7. 
im connection with the Congress a large number of other 
ganizations will meet, among them the St. Peter Claver 
dality, the Unio Apostolica, the Academic Society of St. 
bniface, the German Society of the Holy Land, etc., ete— 
pe subjects of the addresses to be delivered at the second 


PROPAGATION OF PEACE 


‘The assistance of the Vicar Apostolic of the 
avigator Islands Oceania, in arranging a peace 
inference between natives and British officials, is 
aised in a letter from the Prime Minister of New 
aland. The conference followed the “Mau” move- 
ent for autonomy, in which casualties occurred. 
ae Church authorities carefully avoided taking 
les in the affair, but when the natives refused to 
set the New Zealand representatives, Catholic mis- 
mnaries persuaded them in the interests of peace 
enter into conference. 

The Prime Minister (Sir Joseph Ward) thanks the 
hop for “the extremely valuable and greatly appreci- 
td services rendered by you in inducing the leaders of 
Mau movement to come out of their concealment in 
: bush and to meet the Administrator and the Minister 
conference. It must be a source of great satisfaction 
j you to know that the meetings, toward the holding of 
uch you did so much, had a happy conclusion. On be- 
if of the Government, I have to thank you heartily for 
+ splendid work done by yourself and your Church.” 


BIBLE READING IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Bulletin No. 415, Press Service, American Civil 
bberties Union, reports the following action, in- 
gurated with the intention of suppressing Bible- 
ading in the public schools of New York City: 


“The suit brought by the Freethinkers Society of New 
rk City to restrain the Board of Education from spend- 
: public money for the purchase of Bibles and hymn- 
oks for students in schools has just received the formal 
dlorsement of the Civil Liberties Union. The Union 
‘im casting about for some time for a test case which 
ould bring before the U. S. Supreme Court the question 
' whether or not Bible-reading in public schools is con- 
ytutional. ; oh 
La Freethinkers Society has been joined by Max J. 
»hler, New York attorney, who has filed a brief as amicus 
ae on behalf of the Jewish Tribune. The Civil Liber- 
Union is making efforts to interest a Roman Catholic 
wyer to file a similar brief. The case is now before 
Supreme Court of New York on a motion to dismiss 
ceedings. Arthur Garfield Hays, general counsel 
e Civil Liberties Union, is acting as attorney for the 
uinkers Society.” ; 


_ MINORITIES’ RIGHTS 

g the principal demands of the leaders of 
lish movement, those dealing with the lan- 
be used in words of command and in- 


ig f 


a : 7A 


structions for soldiers in the Belgian army are 
among the most important. 

In 1928 the Belgian Parliament in acceding to 
Flemish claims voted a law by which a soldier on 
joining the army chose the language in which he 
wished to be instructed and commanded. ‘This did 
not come into force until last May. 

Soldiers who have recently joined have made known their 
choice of language: 22,659 have chosen Flemish and 18,122 


chose French; 265 asked to be instructed in the German 
language. 


Addressing the French Academy of Social and 
Political Science on the question of national mi- 
norities, Father Yves de la Briere avoided solutions 
which might provoke intermeddling on the part 
of foreign nations in the political affairs of a given 
nation, in supporting the protests of minorities and 
envenoming controversy. 

He emphasized the desideratum that in the future all 
civilized states should adopt and recognize a certain num- 
ber of universal human rights without distinction of ma- 
jority or minority. This solution, he pointed out, had been 
envisaged by the Institute of International Law meeting 
in New York in October, 1922. Father de La Briere is 
himself a member of the Institute. 


LUXURY 


The general impression that shows flourish while 
unemployment is increasing is borne out by Barron's 
report on the financial accomplishment of the movie 
industry for the first six months of the present year. 


The N. Y. financial weekly writes: 

“General business recession notwithstanding, the amuse- 
ment industry continues to report earnings substantially in 
excess of a year ago, thereby continuing the remarkable 
progress of the past two years. Earnings of the leading 
units are running at high-record totals. 

“Although the usual seasonal recession in theater attend- 
ance is at hand, the decline is not pronounced. Popularity of 
the ‘talkies’ is the explanation. Another factor is the more 
comfortable temperature in the leading theaters during the 
warmer months resulting from installation of air-cooling 
systems.” ; 

The net earnings records of the leading compa- 


nies for the period mentioned are: as 
j 1930 1929 Per cent 
Warner Bros. (6 mos. to 

Marchi) eee, See ete cea $10,092,109 $7,254,570 39.1 
Loew's, Inc. (28 wks. to 

March 14) 322s 8,243,584 5,251,958 56.9 
Fox Film (March quarter)...... 4,604,684 3,909,470 17.7 
Paramount (March quarter).... 4,800, 2,565,000 87.1 
R-K-O (March quarter).......... 1,815,902 608,209 198.4 
Columbia Pictures (6 mos. 

Deca ol) 2... 479,129 130,546 267.0 


Motion-picture releases are shown in approximately 22,000 
theatres in this country. Four companies dominate the field. 
Estimates place Paramount’s chain in the vicinity of 1500 
theatres; Fox, including Loew’s, around 1000; Warner 
Bros., between 400 and 500, and R-K-O, around 200. Of 
that total about 9000, or 40 per cent, are wired for sound. 
Weekly admissions this year are placed in excess of 
100,000,000. The average in 1929 was 95,000,000; in 1928, 
65,000,000, and in 1927, 57,000,000. ‘ 


oer LYNCHING sea 
According to a report released by the Depart- ,. 
ment of Records and Research at Tuskegee Tnsti-- 
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tute, there were nine lynchings in the first six months 
of 1930. ‘This number is five more than the num- 
ber for the first six months of 1929; four more 
than the number for the first six months of 1928, 
and is the same as the number for the first six 
months of each of the years 1925, 1926 and 1927; 
it is four more than the number for the first six 
months of 1924; six less than the number 15 for 
the first six months of 1923; 21 less than the num- 
ber 30. for the first six months of 1922, and 27 
less than the number 36 for the first six months 
of 1921. 

Of the persons lynched one was white and eight were 
Negroes. The offenses charged were rape, 5; murder, 1; 
bombing house, 1; slaying landlord in altercation over debt, 
1; attempted rape, 1. The states in which lynchings oc- 
curred and the number in each state are as follows: Flor- 
ida, 1; Georgia, 1; Mississippi, 1; Oklahoma, 1; South 
Garolina..255 Dexaswso. 


FOOD PRICES 
The vagary of food prices continues to vex con- 
sumers the world over. The Catholic Press, of 
Sydney, New South Wales, to instance one com- 
plaint, reports for the first week in July: 


“There exists the strange anomaly that while there is a 
glut in the London meat market, and holders are selling 
at low prices to rid themselves of their frozen stock, prices 
in Sydney have increased, hitting hard a community which 
is just now weak in purchasing power. There is not the 
excise that Sydney is yet short of either beef or mutton, 
for, despite the complaints of the retail butchers, the chair- 
man oi the Meat Board stated that there were ample sup- 
plies to see the week through. The normal consumption 
of the metropolis is between 3,000 and 4,000 carcasses of 
beef and 30,000 and 40,000 carcasses of mutton, and on 


_ Monday there were 40,000 sheep carcasses on hand, with any 


quantity of Queensland chilled beef available in Queens- 
land at short call. Yet the butchers did not wait—up went 
their prices straight away when trouble developed among 
the slaughtermen at the abattoirs. Any pretext to squeeze 
the public! Some of the master butchers are doing their 
own slaughtering. Possibly they consider they should pay 
themselves high wages as well as rake in normal profits.” 


THE MENACE OF PROTECTION 

Criticism of the present international policy of 
putting up tariffs was expressed by Maj. J. A. 
Eckes, chairman of the Liverpool Chamber of Com- 
merce, and of the Rotary Club of the same city. 

“The world seems to have gone mad over tariffs,” 
he said. “Every country desires to sell, and yet 
not buy. In the end this matter will have to be 
dealt with by the business men in the Chambers of 
Commerce, and if the race of putting up tariffs goes 
on it will surely end in precisely the same way as 
the race for naval supremacy. It must end in a 
conference.” 

Any quarrel between countries in future, Major Eckes 
continued, must be on the question of commerce. War was 
only possible between countries if their trade. was inter- 
fered with and stifled in an unfair manner by some com- 
petitor. It was true that war was cruel, but a commercial 


war which was carried on quietly necessarily caused great 
distress. 


CO-OPERATION 
The workers’ co-operative societies of Belgium 
have 342 People’s Houses, active centers of instruc- 
tion and education. he 
These houses contain large halls where conventions, 


Ny 
~ 


festivals, and congresses are held regularly; librari 
restaurants, wine shops, meeting rooms for the use | 
political and trade union organizations, art and stu 
circles, young people’s clubs. During the last few yeg| 
many of them have established holiday homes for me} 
bers and their children. | 


The Women’s Co-operative Guild Congress, he 
in the last week of June at Bournemouth, is 1 
ported to have been remarkable not only for t 
beauty of its lodging—the magnificent new F 
vilion—but for the largest assembly of delegat 
this annual congress has known: 1,300 women bet: 
ready in their places at the opening of the 47 
Women’s Co-operative Guild Congress. The agen 
was also remarkable for its extent, containing 
resolutions, some 30 of which were unavoidably u 
touched. 

The subjects dealt with ranged from co-operative tre 
to disarmament, and included resolutions upon the sai 
guarding of the health of mothers and children, houst 
problems, the co-operative press, and many other matte 
of imminent interest to the women of the movement. 


FARMER-LABOR MOVEMENT 
Organization of a farmer-labor party was re 
ommended by the Great Falls convention of t 
Montana Federation of Labor, held in July, a 
officers were instructed to investigate the possib 
ity of a political alliance with the Farmers Unic 
They will report to the next convention. Ba 
Republican and Democratic parties were denoun 
as hopeless from labor’s. viewpoint, and as abj 
tools of Montana Power company and Anacon 
Mining company. 
Nationalization of the railroads, to “relieve the mi: 
from the autocratic rule of railroad magnates and millic 
aires’, was an outstanding demand of the convention, 
tended by many railway delegates. The Associated Pri 
and The Montana Standard, of Butte, were accused 
having published misleading reports regarding the attitu 
of the convention and the majority of delegates regard 
an initiative in favor of workingmen’s compensation. Pre} 
dent Graham charged that the insurance companies we 
shaking the states down for easy graft in high premium 
part of which goes to politicians. A former Secretary 
State was impeached for this graft. 


SUNDAY OBSERVANCE 

The Supreme Court of Kansas has declared tt 
a State statute prohibiting the sale of “goods, wari 
or merchandise” on Sunday is applicable to t 
sale of theater tickets. It upheld a conviction f 
violating the statute by a person who conducted 
moving and talking picture show and theater — 
Sunday. . 

The court also ruled that the statute which prohibi 
unnecessary work on Sunday is valid. It does not 
any right of religious freedom, the court concluded. — 
contention that it compels a person to accept Sunday 
day of rest was rejected. 


EMPLOYES’ OWNERSHIP 2 

Employes of the Columbia Conserve Compa 
an Indiana corporation, on July 11 took over 
per cent of the stock of this company which — 
year did $1,600,000 worth of business. Accu 
lated profits were used to purchase the stock wh 
was given outright to the employes. = 
The 150 employes through their stock ownership 
placed in a position whereby they might discharge the 
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ry president, William P. Hapgood, who said he would 
hiain at the head of the company only so long as his co- 
-kers desired. 


PUBLIC OWNERSHIP 

\ labor member of the Auckland Power Board, 
cich is probably the largest purveyor of electrical 
‘rent in New Zealand, describes the past year’s 
julis as an outstanding example of the success 
(public ownership and control. 
he surplus for the year, after paying interest on capi- 

was £74,000, and the board has decided to grant con- 
mers a reduction of rates amounting to £30,000. In addi- 


,1, the board has built for itself, out of reserves, a large 
| imposing building in the main street of the city. 


[he return to a 48-hour week of the workers 
ployed by the railways of Queensland, Australia, 
icates that Public Ownership does not neces- 
jily guarantee at all times and under all condi- 
ms the demands of Labor. Realizing the des- 
cate financial position of the country’s railways, 
: workers refused to be drawn into a strike, ad- 
sed by some of their leaders, accepted the new 
vard of the Industrial Court, and commenced work 
‘the 48-hour basis, an increase of four hours. 
.\ Catholic observer says of the situation: “The Queens- 
iders have now some sort of an assurance that the length- 
yng of the working week will obviate dismissals. The 
ee loan indebtedness of the railways of the North, the 
sshing interest burden, and the slackness of business at 
-sent demand rigid economies, but it is satisfactory to 
ow that the Commissioner, with the consent of the 
mister for Railways, is going to adopt the policy of pool- 
the work. Government and people are thus saved fur- 
‘r embarrassment in a trying time, and the unionists 
we given a rebuff to the few industrial pyromaniacs 
ong the leaders of the railwaymen.” 
‘n New South Wales the railway employes agreed by 
-e to the rationing of work, as an alternative to further 
renchment. 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 

A well-known New York City retail dry goods 
»re gives free dinners two or three times a year 
‘its employes as “a business investment,” says the 
-vyice manager, ‘because it anneals the employes 
the stage where we want them to have the feel- 
x of the firm.” They are called “Better Selling 
nners.” ‘There are speeches. The employes are 
orally obliged to attend. On October 11, 1927, 
saleswoman remained after her day’s work for 
ch a dinner given in the store building. While 
e. was dancing at the affair a fellow employe 
pped her partner up, causing her to fall to the 
or and fracture her wrist. 

[The Industrial Board awarded $1,708 compensation to 
- for loss of use of thirty-five per cent of her left hand. 
on appeal, the insurance carrier objected that the em- 
yes were not paid overtime for attending and that the 
ertainment was just for their pleasure. It contended also 
t the award for partial loss of the hand was contrary 
statute. The Attorney-General drew comparison of lia- 
ity under the compensation law with ancient liability for 
jages, and said that the employer was not conducting 
ctory but an aristocratic store for sale of goods to the 
and therefore needed to train its employes to be 
s and gentlemen. The courts have affirmed the award, 
t opinion in either court, two judges dissenting in 
urt of Appeals. 


PSYCHOPATHIC INFLUENCES IN INDUSTRY 

Speaking on June 27 at the Congress of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute at Margate, England, Dr. Millais 
Culpin, Lecturer in Psychoneuroses at London Uni- 
versity, said some of the best work in the world 
had been done by nervous people, but they could 
only do that work if they were in jobs where their 
nervousness would not hinder them. 


“Strangely enough,’ Dr. Culpin went on, “it is often bad 
for nervous people to have security of employment. ‘They 
are frightened by the rigidity of a firm where work is 
absolutely secure, and that fear of rigidity is one of the 
main causes of so-called nervous breakdowns. Often toc 
workpeople develop physical defects which have no physical 
cause at all, but are the result of this same fear. They 
feel that they are in the middle of a huge soulless concern 
and that no complaints they can make will reach the proper 
quarter or result in any benefit to themselves. This sort 
of thing is a very serious problem in industry, and it is 
very seldom recognized, 

“Many of the diseases from which coal-miners suffer are 
purely nervous. Men are afraid: they are afraid of all 
the possible disasters which may happen in a mine. Far 
too little is known about these diseases. Two of the great- 
est needs in the mining industry today are the invention 
of a more adequate safety lamp and the whitewashing of 
the interior of mines to overcome the terrible, haunting 
fear of the dark.” 


VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
An award of twenty-five scholarships of one thou- 
sand dollars each at the Buffalo State College for 
Teachers to journeymen mechanics in various 
trades, desiring to equip themselves for teaching 
individual subjects in trade and vocational schools 
of the State of New York, has been announced by 


the Department of Education of the commonwealth. 

The winning candidates this year include two printers, 
three machinists, two sheet metal workers, one bricklayer, 
one textile worker, one commercial artist, one power ma- 
chine operator, three electricians, one welder, three auto- 
mobile mechanics, three carpenters, one plumber and three 
draftsmen. 

The course provided by the scholarship is for one year. 
It affords instruction in psychology, methods of teaching, 
practice teaching and trade analysis. 


BRANCH BANKING 

Nation-wide branch banking as a cure for the 
“Wall Street bugaboo” was recommended to the 
House Banking and Currency Committee by A. P. 
Giannini of San Francisco, pioneer branch banker, 
who offered unqualified endorsement of the branch 
banking system. 

If nation-wide branch banking systems were established, 
with parent banks possibly located in Wall Street, he said, 
the directing boards of those banks would of necessity in- 
clude men interested in agriculture, in sectional manufac- 
tures and in all industries in various parts of the country. 


EXCESSIVE PENALTIES 

Southern newspapers on June 26 reported that 
for the theft of three dollars worth of goods peni- 
tentiary sentences totaling forty years were meted 
out against two youths under prior conviction 
statutes. 

One, who had pleaded guilty in the Superior Court at 
Atlanta to stealing a ham, received twenty years on the 
chain gang. Convicted in district court at New Orleans 
on a charge growing out of the stealing of a cheap suitcase, 
the second individual, 23 years of age, was given twenty 
years in the State penitentiary. 


ee 


| HISTORICAL MISCELLANIES | 


My Pioneer Life in the Great 
Forest in NorthernWisconsin 
and 
My Pleasure Trip to New Orleans! 

VI. 

Mr. Larson’s narrative continues to describe his 
life and duties in the saw-mill. To approach the 
later portion of his experiences, his so-called 
‘Pleasure Trip,” the more quickly, and likewise in 
order to avoid detail, interesting indeed, but less 
relevant than what we have presented, we condense 
the contents of a number of pages. The young 
chap’s ambition was more than realized when he 
received his month’s pay, $18.00, in addition to 
board, the customary wage for a full grown man, 
and when he was given the nickname the “Little 
Logjacker,”’ by which he came to be known by 
everybody in the neighborhood. More than a page 
is devoted to an interesting episode, his rescue of 
a “day hand,” Pat, from drowning, the latter hav- 
ing fallen from a canoe, whereupon young Larson, 
riding a log, promptly reached the drowning man 
and dragged him to safety. 


Obeying the promise made to his father, he re- 
turned home early in September, proudly carrying 
his- money and a heavy carpetbag, since he had 
been able to increase his wardrobe. ‘Traveling by 
steamer to Green Bay he here succeeded in obtain- 
ing a lift behind an ox-team, driven by a French- 
man, who would take no pay for the accommoda- 
tion. The return home was a complete surprise, 


since he had not written to his folks since his de- 


parture. Eager to cut timber and clear land, he 
proposed.to do so, but was advised by his father, 
who was still greatly depressed, to be content with 
the land already cleared and to confine himself to 
cutting the trees necessary to repair the fences. The 
fall passed pleasantly enough, what with chores and 
hunting, and winter, accompanied with heavy snows 
and severe cold, set in. The “boss” of a nearby 
logging camp offered the lad a job for the following 
spring as a “log jacker,” at $3.50 a day. This em- 
ployment carried him down the river with the float- 
ing timber, and brought him desired adventure in 
his favorite sport and labor, along with the trying 
task of successfully breaking a jam, the experience 
of living out of doors, camping about the tent and 
cook-wagon. ‘The job completed, Larson returned 


_ home with the ox-drawn wagon, and was urged by 


father and sister to remain indefinitely, although he 
was eager to travel. To resume the author’s story 


in his own words: 


T had to give up and remain quietly at home 
during the summer. Of course, it was no hardship 


and dog, and made tramps into localities where 

d been before. Sometimes I even camped 
My sister was very much opposed 
: ae there was no gents then so 


me. I had a fine time in the forest with my 


her opposition didn’t have the effect it used to ha’ 
In that manner I passed an exceedingly please 
summer at home and as it happened, without a 
of us suspecting it however, to be my last sumir 
at home it really appeared as though it was a Pp 
destination that I might have as pleasant a time. 
possible before I left my home in the forest wilde 
ness forever. 


In the latter part of the summer the pastor (Pet 
Marks), of whom I have already spoken, again ma 
his appearance in the settlement and as he was 
particular friend of my father he made frequent vis 
at our house. In their conversations the pastor 1 
lated his travels and described cities and tow 
where he had been and said that he had made up I 
mind to start on an extensive trip through t 
Southern States in the interest of his church so 
as the weather got colder. He said, “In the Sou 
there is a big field to work in from what I ha 
heard, there must be a good many heathens tk 
need or ought to be converted.” Then he we 
on to describe the course he would take; first. 
Chicago, from there to St. Louis, down the Miss: 
sippi to New Orleans and so on. All this talk h 
its effect on me. I did not like the pastor at a 
Young as-I was I had an instinctive feeling that 
was not sincere, not what he professed to be; st 
I would have no objection to make a trip like th 
in company with him; feeling as I did that I wo 
never have another such chance to travel. Ai 
I always was anxious to get out and see somethi 
more of the world besides the forest we were livis 
in. Hence I was always attentive when the pas 
came about and took particular notice whenev 
the topic of conversation was on the intended tray 
southward, and the more I heard about it the mo 
my desire grew to be allowed to go along wi 
him. But for the present I kept my wish seer 


One evening Mr. Marks announced the time 
intended to start; which was only a week or 
days hence and that brought the matter to a pall 
It became necessary for me to try my luck wi 
my father the very first time I could find him alor 
In the presence of my sister I would not attem 
it because she would spoil my chance at once wi 
the great number of objections she would be sure’ 
find. The very next day, however, I found t 
desired opportunity when we were walking in 1 
field together. I tried to shape my request n 
possible; but in that I did not succeed very v 
Not even to my own satisfaction as I could not 
a good.reason for going at all. Father lool 
me with a glance that plainly showed his surpr 
my newfangled notions, then quietly smile 
nothing either for or against it, and so t 
remained in suspense for several oa 
pastor made an evening visi t 
- pee: often very late. 

ee ee he 


CENTRAL-BLATT AND SOCIAL, JUSTICE, SEPTEMBER, 1930, 201 


hand anxious to hear something about the trip 
id perhaps my name mentioned in connection with 

I knew very well that his opinion on the sub- 
st would decide the question. But they kept on 
:king about everything and all things until it got 
late that my sister got tired and went to her 
yom, which was really a point in my favor. | 
“ew it would be much better, if the question should 
(me up, that she was out of the way. But I was 
termined to stay and see the visit out and if noth- 
z was said by them on the subject that I was so 
<erested in I intended to bring it up myself. It 
med to be the most favorable opportunity I could 
t as both of them were there and no one else 
resent. At last their talk turned on the subject of 
wvel and father pointing to me said, ‘That boy 
ems to like to go along; what do you think about 
pe “Certainly, I will take him along with pleasure 
yyou allow him to go. I would like very much to 
yve somebody along from here,” the pastor said. 
Vell,” said father, “he is a healthy and hardy boy 
tt he has been reared in a cold climate; he might 
t sick when taken into a hot southern locality 
q then he would only be trouble to you.” But the 
stor had the words of the Scripture handy to beat 
: y such argument with. He spread his hands out 
both sides to exemplify his words and said: ‘“The 
rmighty holds His protecting hand over all His 
nople and shields them no matter where they go 
_ the earth; on land or on water, in cold or hot 
smates.” And so the conversation took a religious 
‘rm for a while to which I listened attentively. 
ut later on, when I recalled the pastor’s remarks 
wat evening, I was forced to the conclusion that the 
(mighty must have made a sad mistake if He really 
-ose Peter Marks to be His agent on earth to guard 
-d protect His people. After some discourse on 
vat topic father said, “Well, if you think the boy 
ill give you no trouble he can go; I have no ob- 
sctions. I really think it is good for a young fellow 
get out early and learn the ways of the world 
ad how to take care of himself.” To this the pas- 
gave his consent and the question was settled; 
should go on an extensive pleasure trip, that was 
yy father’s intention and nothing else. I should 
avel with this pastor in his care and under his 
‘otection and return home with him when he had 
smpleted his work. And I had no other idea either. 


| Preparation for the journey then had to be made 
nickly ; there were but a few more days to do it 
and my sister had to busy herself with my cloth- 
g and pack my valise. Of course she had many 
jections to the whole arrangement but it had no 
fect. My father had once said so and he would 
ver take his word back. At last the day came 
r the departure. The pastor came to our house 
in the morning to bid good-by to my people 
see if I was ready; which, of course, I was. 
d: “There will be a wagon here soon to take 
Manitowauke; we will go that way as there 
vessels or steamboats running from Green 
Chicago.” Father then gave the pastor my 
/ money, one hundred dollars, which was a 


very liberal allowance. He told the pastor to keep 
it in his possession and give me money when neces- 
sary as he feared I might be robbed or lose it. Soon 
after one of the settlers drove up to the house with 
his ox-wagon and then, after a general hand shaking 
and leave taking over which my sister done a good 
deal of crying, we climbed into the wagon and our 
teamster said who-ha and who-ge and so we rolled 
out. 
CHAPTER TWO 
My Pleasure Trip 

Sitting on that wagon, drawn by a yoke of big 
old slow steers that would require at least twelve 
hours to get over the distance of twenty-one miles 
to Manitowauke, I was slowly gliding away from 
home and relatives and quite unconsciously entering 
upon the world and its cares and troubles for my- 
self. In my mind, at that time, it was simply to 
be a pleasure trip of a limited duration, and brought 
with it all the joy and pleasure a spry, young and 
healthy boy would feel on such an occasion. The 
prospect of traveling idly about in the world for a 
while and seeing strange countries and places and 
strange sights was hailed with delight by me as it 
would be by any other hale, hardy and lively boy. 
But fate or destiny had ordained quite differently 
as will be seen hereafter. But being in excellent 
health and capable of enduring hardship and as I 
possessed good sound sense, I was quite able to face 
the unavoidable conditions of things .as they hap- 
pened to turn up. 


I had no education to rely on of course. I could 
write an ordinary lettér and read a little and that 
was all. I could sketch tolerably well, that was 
something I had always taken interest in and it 
seemed to be quite natural or instinctive with me, 
as I never had any instruction in that either. But 
that is as much as I can say or claim in the line 


of education or preparation for my advent into» 


the world on my own hook. And then there was 
that rashness, foolish rashness in my character as 
mother used to call it, and which she feared so much 
and in her opinion would some day imperil my life. 
Well it had already asserted itself conspicuously 
on several occasions while at home or in the vicin- 


ity of home; but with a cool and careful deliber- _ 


ation, I always came out all right so far and had 
some good by it too, hence that trait of character 
might perhaps be more virtuous than faulty. 


But be that as it may, whether properly prepared 
or not, whether capable of taking care of myself or 
not I had, unknown to myself or to my folks, severed 
my connection with home and parental advice for- 
ever and was rolling on into the wide world in an 
ox-wagon. 

We arrived in Manitowauke late in the evening, 


too late to do anything else but find a place to put 


up for the night. We learned, though, that there 
was no steamboat at the pier and none expected 
for several days. There were a couple sailing ves- 
sels bound for Chicago only awaiting a favorable 


wind. The next morning we took passage on one | 
of them and in the afternoon she hoisted her sails — 


*) 
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and we started on our voyage over Lake Michigan. 
It was not a very strong wind but it don’t take much 
of a wind to raise respectable waves on Lake Michi- 
gan and we were buffeted about considerably dur- 
ing the afternoon and night; but then that made the 
voyage so much more interesting and pleasant to me, 
[ just liked that; and watching the. sailors handling 
their ropes and sails and climbing in the rigging al- 
most made me regret that I had promised mother 
never to become a sailor. My old longing or desire 
for that life had not vanished. But the promise was 
made and I was determined to keep it even now 
when mother was dead and gone. 


We arrived in Chicago in due time without any 
accidents or happenings worthy of record. Chicago, 
at that time, was a small, dirty looking town. ‘There 
was a sluggish river running through it which by 
no means added beauty to the place; all kinds of 
trash floated in it and a few rowboats and scows were 
all the sailing crafts seen on it. The streets were 
also crooked and dirty. It was, by no means, as 
clean and attractive as Green Bay City and its lo- 
cation was on low and marshy ground. But it had 
the advantage over Green Bay in being a railroad 
town and it has also considerable shipping trade 
over the lake. I walked about in the streets for a 
while after supper but, being a stranger, I found 
nothing that interested me. A person that was ac- 
quainted might have been able to find something 
that would have interested him, but the appearance 
of the town and its streets would fail to take any- 
body’s eye. Hence I soon got tired of walking about 
and. went to my room in the hotel and retired. My 
pastor (traveling companion) occupied a separate 
room from mine and I had not seen him since 
supper. 

I soon went to sleep and slept sound and undis- 
turbed all night and only awoke when the bell rung 
in the morning. I got out of bed and dressed 
quickly, all in an ecstacy over the prospect of a de- 
lightful trip by railroad across Illinois to St. Louis 
and then down the Mississippi River by steam- 
boat to New Orleans. There could certainly never 
be a more fascinating journey laid out for a young 
fellow like me and I was very much delighted with 
the prospect. Soon as I had finished dressing I 
went downstairs to be on hand for breakfast. There 
were a good many people in the hall and sitting 
room waiting for breakfast and soon as the bell 
rung all moved for the dining room and I followed. 
I had not yet seen my traveling companion (the 
pastor) that morning and with my best efforts I 
could not discover him anywhere among the peo- 
ple seated at the tables. But I consoled myself 
with the thought that he was perhaps in the habit 
of sleeping long in the morning and also that he 
had traveled a good deal and ought to know that 
the train would not wait for him. So I eat my 
breakfast and then took my stand by the door and 
watched the people as they came out thinking per- 
haps I had overlooked him. But no Mr. Marks 
came out. Then the bell rung again for a second 
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table and I thought, now he will be sure to cot 
but he did not. ‘Then I had to give up all hop} 
I could not find another placable excuse for ]} 
absence and so I went to the hotel clerk and jj 
quired and was informed by him that the pastor hj 
paid his bill and left the hotel late at night. TH 
information was a stunner for me. I was so st 
prised that I was unable to utter a word and} 
stood there for a moment unable to collect 1} 
thoughts, to think or do anything. Finally it car| 
to my mind that there might be a mistake. The cle 
might not kriow who I meant or he might even | 
passing a joke on me as I was a young fellow ay 
a stranger. So I asked the question again aij 
more fully described the person I had reference tf 
“Yes, he said, that is the man, he left here abo} 
eleven o’clock last night.” 


That settled the matter. There was no longer aij 
room for doubts on the subject. My traveling cor} 
panion, guide and protector, the man in whom n| 
father had placed so much confidence that he b 
lieved me perfectly safe in his care, had silent 
sneaked away at night and deserted me in the ci 
of Chicago. I went out on the porch and sat dow 
to think the matter over and form some plan | 
to what I had best do. I was unexpectedly plac 
in an ugly predicament right in the very beginnit 
on my Pleasure Trip. As for the pastor; with h 
company, care, advice, and protection I could qui 
easily dispense, but he had my traveling money © 
his pocket. I had, perhaps, a little over four de 
lars; the balance the pastor had skipped with. 


How little we know regarding the manifold a 
tivities engaged in by our pioneers the discover 
that there existed in Cincinnati at one time a “Ge. 
man Catholic Immigration Society,” reveals aney 
We came across the report of its agent, Joh. Heit 
rich Punghorst, dated Cincinnati, November 1 
1856, in a copy of the Wahrheitsfreund lacki 
a date, but evidently printed. early in December ¢ 
the year named. 


For the present it may suffice to quote from th 
report the following data. Founded in 1853, tk 
agent reports that since that time the Society ha 
obtained work for 782 individuals, while 79 ha 
been taken to a hospital and reduced fares ot 
tained for 108 others. Furthermore, 58 lost tru 
and boxes, belonging to immigrants, had been re 
trieved and money forwarded for 410 individual 
No less than’1,304 had been aided with advice an 
counsel... The report goes on to cite particulars re 
garding instances of this nature. 


How long this Society survived, and why its ac 
tivities were discontinued, we have not as yet be 
able to determine. It is highly desirable that 
story of this Society should be written; it woul 
constitute a valuable contribution to the history ¢ 
the activities of the Catholics of German stock 
America, as well as a contribution to the history 
Catholic charity in our country. ual 
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» Central Verein and Catholic Action 


ificers of the Catholic Central Verein of America 

sident, Willibald Eibner, New Ulm, Minn. 

t Vice-President, Hy. B. Dielmann, San Antonio, 

Tex. 

md Vice-President, Anthony J. Zeits, Philadelphia, 

Ba. 

i Vice-President, August A. Gassinger, Baltimore, 
d. 

irth Vice-President, Mrs. S. C. Wavering, Quincy, 

Ill, Pres. Cath. Women’s Union, U. S. A. 


eral Secretary, F. J. Dockendorff, La Crosse, Wis. 
stant Secretary, W. A. Hammeke, Philadelphia, Pa. 
asurer, George Korte, St. Louis, Mo. 

shal, Michael Weisskopf, St. Paul, Minn. 
istees, Michael Deck, St. Louis; E. A. Winkelmann, 
*St. Louis; Jos. F. Brockland, St. Louis; Wm. Siefen, 
‘New Haven, Conn.; John A. Roehl, Milwaukee, 
\Wis.; John J. Jantz, Detroit, Mich.; John L. Sebald, 
| Baltimore, Md.; Chas. Knetzger, Peoria, Ill.; John 
fA, Suellentrop, Colwich, Kas. 

Executive Committee consists of the Officers, the 
| Trustees, the Committee on Social Propaganda, the 
| Presidents of the State Leagues, and five members- 
at-large, to be appointed by the President. 

a. Presidents: M. F. Girten, Chicago, Ill., and Charles 
|Korz, Butler, N. J. 

amunications concerning the Central Verein should 
'be addressed to the General Secretary, F. J. Dock- 
sendorff, 502 So. 14th Street, La Crosse, Wis. 


‘Il these works, of which Catholic laymen are the prin- 
il supporters and promoters, and whose form varies 
ording to the special needs of each nation, and the par- 
lar circumstances of each country, constitute what ts 
erally known by a distinctive and surely a very noble 
we: Catholic Action or Action of Catholics. 

Pius X. 


Fundamentals of Christian 
Solidarism 


\s far as economics are concerned, the world has 
g ago become a unit. There is but one market 
+, and that is the world market, and the sooner 
- so-called statesmen recognize that fact, the bet- 

it will be for all concerned. Dividing this 
fully shrunken ball of mud by economic frontiers 
as silly as criss-crossing an acre of farm land 
h 50 fences in the name of economy and effh- 
7: . . 
3ut the recognition of world unity, which is al- 
dy an economic fact, is still far from the minds 
our master minds, as the latest atrocity in tariff 
kering shows. Instead of having a weltan- 
auung, that is the knack of viewing the world 
| life as a whole, our statesmen view both with 
eyes of Podunk township, Precinct K of the 
urth Ward. 

The Illinois Miner’) 


it was generally believed that the stock market 
in October-November would affect the 


) Springfield, Ill, July 5, 1930. 


luxury and semi-luxury industries only. But the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics reported as early 
as January that business depression had affected 
seriously the demand for butter, cotton and wool, 
apples, potatoes and grains. Overproduction is un- 
doubtedly a contributing cause of the price de- 
clines; but it is a mistake to assume that economic 
activities are divided into separate water-tight com- 
partments having no influence on one another. 


Business is a unitary whole, the parts of which 
are distinguishable but not separable. Economic 
solidarity has a heavy academic sound, but its mean- 
ing is ‘simple enough and too often forgotten. Noth- 
ing that happens in any one branch of industry is 
unimportant to any other branch. The workers in 
a factory producing luxuries are themselves buy- 
ers not of luxuries but of necessaries. ‘To hit them 
is to hit every industry which supplies their needs. 
This interdependence is something that investors 
should not overlook. Farm problems are important 
even to city men who may be so uninformed as to 
think that milk is run into the pail by using the 
cow’s tail as a pump-handle. 


STEWART MACDONALD, 
in Barron's 


The highest economic welfare involves human co- 
operation to an elaborate degree, and that, in its 
turn, capacity for keeping a contract, good will, 
and good faith. But the nationalisms which have 
racked Europe the last two hundred years and 
threaten its civilization, and now begin to rack 
the East, so easily slip into mere passionate re- 
taliations, in which the desire to defeat an oppo- 
nent, to compel him to admit defeat, to humiliate 
him, blinds its subjects to their own interest. It 
does not mean that they are other-regarding, but 
that, like the victims of other lusts, they prefer 
momentary gratification to permanent well-being. 
Desire for the welfare of one’s own people is, after 
all, a more respectable motive than the desire for 
the injury of another people. You can reconcile 
the economic interest of separate groups because the 
division of labor, which is the essence of effective 
economic activity, makes them interdependent. But 
you cannot reconcile the desire of both to see the 
other humiliated or injured. 

Foreign Affairs, 
London 


We are dealing with that false “Patriotism” which 
always should be called Chauvinism or Nationalism, 
without beating around the bush. Anyone engaged 
in furthering it is helping to.dig the grave of all 
culture and morality. If this kind of “Patriotism,” 
which is nothing less than sin, is not soon conquered 
in Europe, the “Decline of the West” is really not 
far removed, and deservedly so. 

Proressor H. Drigscu?) 


1) Professor of Philosophy in the University of Leipzig; 
a distinguished scholar. 
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The Holy Father’s Blessing 


The cable conveying the blessing of the Holy 
Father to the Baltimore convention, through the 
Apostolic Delegate at Washington, reads: 

His Holiness, praying for Divine favors, 


grants His paternal blessing to the National 
Convention of the Catholic Central Verein 


of America, 
Cardinal Pacelli. 


A second cable from the Vatican City, ad- 
dressed to the Archbishop of Baltimore in re- 
sponse to the joint cable of homage forwarded by 
the C. V. and the N. C. W. U., and received Au- 
gust 23, declares : 

Holy Father most appreciative telegram 
of devotion from Catholic Central Verein 
and Women’s Union bestows on members 
of both organizations the Apostolic Blessing. 

Cardinal Pacelli. 


A Catholic Action Congress 


At Baltimore Convention C. V. “Gives Example of 
Devotion to God and Country” 


Even a cursory sketch of the deliberations and 
transactions of the Diamond Jubilee convention of 
the Central Verein, and the 14th General Conven- 
tion of the Nat. Catholic Women’s Union, held in 
Baltimore August 16-20, cannot fail to convey the 
impression, essentially correct, that this Congress 
‘was far from being an occasion, as might have been 
anticipated, for congratulations and festivities to 
supplant the traditional devotion to the endeavors of 
the C. V. True, many expressions of congratula- 
tion and appreciation were communicated to the 
delegates, and felicitations were plentiful, as was 
in keeping with the unique character of the occa- 
sion. Nevertheless “work” remained paramount, 
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climax of fury beneath which many organizations simi) 
to the Central Verein went down to destruction, but § 
Verein lived on. 


“Perhaps it is not the proper thing to call other 
ganizations ‘similar to the Verein.’ Truth compels § 
statement that few men in this city have ever witneti 
within the boundaries of Baltimore any Catholic gathei 
in which so much wisdom, so much devotion to Chu\ 
so much love for one’s country and so much considera} 
for the welfare of mankind were shown as at the sess} 
of the Verein and its auxiliary, the Catholic Wom) 
Union. 


“It was an education, an inspiration, a spiritual exam:§ 
tion of conscience to attend these sessions and to dij 
from the wells of information which one found th} 
There was something of information, something of edu 
tion to be found at all times... ” 

Allowing for the kindly attitude due to 1 
courtesy of the editor, he has stated what the a 
ventions of our organization should be, and jh 
testified that the Baltimore meetings measured 
to what should be the standard. At the same ti} 
it would be presumptuous to assume that officers < 
delegates contributed everything to this happy rei 
zation. Rather should our members realize th 
debt to His Grace, Archbishop Curley of Baltimo 
whose attitude towards the C. V. and whose 
couragement the Review embodied in an edito 
of welcome; to His Lordship the Auxiliary Bish 
Rt. Rev. John J. McNamara, whose welcome v 
at the same time an exhortation to pursue Cathc 
ideals with vigor and perseverance; to His Lords 
the Bishop of Pittsburgh, the Rt. Rev. Hugh 
Boyle, whose sermon at the Pontifical High M/| 
and whose address at the mass meeting paralleled 
culcation of obligation to Catholic Action with 
handsome tribute to-the C. V. of old and that 
today; to the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dr. Joseph O 
Columbus, O., and the V. Rev. Dr. A. J. Muen 
St. Francis, Wis., whose stirring addresses on “Fre 


) 


dom of Conscience and the Spiritual Values 
America” and “The Making of the Catholic Min 


set a high standard for the attainments of the % 


and, singularly enough, this fact impressed itself 
4 upon those who had perhaps anticipated a pre- 
dominantly festive gathering. Thus the Baltimore 


t é vention and for the organization in future; to 
=] Catholic Review, which was more than gracious to | Excellency the Governor of Maryland, the H 
Lg the Central Verein before and after the convention, Albert Ritchie, for his outspoken espousal of rig! 
$ - . . . ? 

i relegates, perhaps unconsciously, the Diamond Jubi- founded in the natural law and embodied in 


lee feature to the background in its generous reports 
and comment. Writes the Managing Editor, Vin- 
cent De Paul Fitzpatrick: — > 


American Constitution, but threatened by misg 
forces seeking to violate these rights and c 
I Pit powers proper to the people and the lesser polit 
“... Verein Gives Example of Devotion to God and entities; to the President d F ; 
Country ... A Revelation of the Work Being Done b See ers act aa 
The 6 aes at a pombe oir ed ste Rape and the Rev. Fr. 
thereupon introducing his survey of the congress So BERNER. Tr cacy las: nae a 
__ with the paragraphs : Bie the acs ae oad on af th 
“No waves of forgetfulness will soon sweep away the ~ s a Pe a 
impression left upon Baltimore by the Diamond Jubilee debt owing the Rev. John M. Beierschmidt C. 
Convention of the Catholic Central Verein, held in this | Rev. John G. Behr C. SS. R. and their cleric 
city of its nativity... . lay associates, the local committee of zea 
” ly man who has the interests of his Church, his | devoted men and women, His Honor 
y and his fellow’ man at heart cannot easily forget Broening, and the city administration and 
. | of Baltimore, and one will realize the 
| how the convention could hardly fail 
| the stimulus to give the best W 
: f t 1 
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sub-committee and contributing much to the 
aining of the spirit with which the delegates had 
e to the convention. 
mphasis on the solemn character of the occasion was 
eled with observations and recommendations for the 
motion of the endeavors of our organization in the 
sages of President Willibald Eibner and President Mrs. 
*. Wavering. Both documents were referred to com- 
ses and the suggestions embodied therein rerecom- 
ded for action by the conventions. The jubilee feature 
@ also stressed in a fitting manner by Honorary Presi- 
Charles Korz, of Butler, N. J., in an address on the 
V. Past and Present.” 

* * * 
me anniversary was also marked by the report of the 
nond Jubilee Gift Committee, presented by the Chair- 
, Mr. Wm. H. Siefen, of New Haven, Conn. The gift 
scted by Mr. Siefen and his associates is in excess 
25,000, a most remarkable achievement in view of the 
ral economic depression, the circumstance that prac- 
ily the entire sum was contributed by persons of moder- 
means, and the brief time allowed the committee. After 
ucting the sums specified as jubilee gifts but intended 
¢ specific purposes, other than that proposed by the 
xmittee, sufficient money will remain to reconstruct the 
building at the Central Bureau to provide and equip 
-eproof library. 
uhis project can thus be realized as the result of one 
©’s efforts. The collection was a trial of strength, 
rresults showing what our people, many of whom are 
hbly stationed and only moderately blessed with means, 
s achieve when inspired to action for an ideal purpose 
keeping with the general plans of the C. V. The 
mmittee deserves the thanks of all devoted members 
the C. V. 


*x* # xX 


the Report of the Executive Committee embodied the 
erts of the officers, of the Board of Trustees and of 

Committee on Social Propaganda. The two latter 
ies obtained permission to construct the library building 
“tred to. The Committee named also successfully pro- 
ed the establishment of an In Memoriam Fund, to aid 
Central Bureau Endowment. Other recommendations 
the Committee, which had held four sessions in ad- 
‘ce of the opening of the convention, are noted in another 


amn. 
*x* KX * 


‘he Committee on Resolutions devoted itself to its task 
h wholehearted interest. To quote Mr. Fitzpatrick 
in: “Consider the resolutions which were adopted! 
>y were not mere words—not empty shells. Wisdom 
Christian ideals were embodied in them. ~Committees 
-ked for hours over them. The resolutions form in 
mselves a contribution to Catholic thought and action 
ich is worthy of preservation . ” The resolutions 
grouped under these titles: Homage to the Holy 
her; The National Eucharistic Congress at Omaha; 
holic Apologetics; The Plight of the Farmer; Unem- 
yment: Care for the Aged; Prison Problem; Credit 
ions; Cultivation of the German Language; The Leo 
use; Kolping Society of America; Award of the Laetare 
dal. 

x * x 
The invitation to hold the 1931 convention in_ Fort 
ne, Indiana, presented by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Chas. Thiele 
| supported by lay delegates, notably Mr. Chas Hilker, 
1€ as a welcome development. In 1931 a decade will 
passed since the last time that city, harbored the 
’ officers and delegates. The spontaneity of the un- 
d invitation extended in face of the fact that other 
- were being canvassed to accept the convention, 1s 
highly commended. 
; kK Ox 
attendance of Rt. Rev. Edward Burgert O. S. B. 
‘of New Subiaco Abbey, Arkansas, at each meeting 
“convention, is typical also of the conduct of a 
of Monsignori and other priests. Their presence 
rest was a constantly flowing source of inspiration 


and encouragement. The sessions of the Women’s Union 
also were regularly attended by interested priests, a num- 
ber of whom addressed the delegates, offering suggestions 


and outlining opportunities for action. Priests likewise 
assisted materially in framing the resolutions of this body. 
* ok Ox 


Those attending a C. V. convention for the first time 
at Baltimore must needs have marvelled at the scope of 
C. V. endeavor in Catholic Action as portrayed in the re- 
port of the Director of the Central Bureau, supported 
by letters from recipients of benefactions, and others. The 
same impression must have been created likewise by reports 
of representatives of the State Branches, from Connecticut 
to California and Oregon, and from North Dakota to 
Texas. Barring few exceptions, these reports are modest 
in tone though recording creditable endeavors, patiently 
sustained, in strengthening the ranks and in charity and 
social service. 

* OK Ok 

This holds good for the reports presented to the con- 
vention of the Nat. Cath. Women’s Union and condensed 
by the President for the delegates to the C. V. gathering. 
Membership in and guidance derived from the organiza- 
tion has resulted in much good that would otherwise be 
left undone or promoted in a less systematic and effective 
manner. The C. V., the N. C. W. U., and the conventions 
of the joint organization have not lost their power to 
inspire and initiate praiseworthy efforts in Catholic Action. 

kK Ox 

Some of the recommendations submitted in the Message 
of the President of the N. C. W. U., Mrs. S. C. Wavering, 
were made the subject of resolutions, others were acted 
upon as recommendations or motions. An interesting re- 
port, referred to in the Message, was presented by the 
Committee on Rural Affiliations, whose analysis of facts 
and recommendations may aid in building up the N. C. W. 
U. in rural districts. The resolutions ratified bear the 
titles: Holy Father (the convention subscribed to the 
declaration approved by the C. V.); St. Augustine and St. 
Monica; Religious Indifference; The Christian Home; Edu- 
cation; Dress Reform; Unnatural Birth Control; Parish 
Societies; Women and Jury Service. 

- * Ok Ok 


A feature of one of the meetings of the women was 
the address on Parish Sodalities by Miss Dorothy J. 
Willman, St. Louis, Executive Secretary of the Parish 
Sodality Union. Addresses by various Spiritual Directors, 
Rev. A. Mayer, St. Louis, V. Rev. Chas. Moosmann, Mun- 
hall, Pa., Rev. Peter Theisen, Milwaukee, Rev. Peter Post 
O. S. B., Fort Smith, Ark, by Rt. Rev..Msegr. Jos. 
Selinger, Jefferson City, Mo. Rev. Jos. D. Ostermann, of 
the Leo House, New York City, Mr. Willibald Eibner, 
President of the C. V., Mr. Brockland, of the Central 
Bureau, treated of topics of concern to the delegates. 


* OK OK 


The officers elected by the C. V. and the N. C. W. U. 
are: C. V. officers: President, Mr. Willibald, Eibner, 
New Ulm, Minn.; First Vice-President, Hy. B. Dielmann, 
San Antonio; Second V. P., Anthony J. Zeits, Philadelphia ; 
Third V. P., August A. Gassinger, Baltimore; Fourth 
V. P., Mrs. S. C. Wavering, Quincy, Ill, President N. C. 
W. U.; General Secretary, Frank J. Dockendorff, La 
Crosse, Wis.; Assistant Secretary, Wm. A. Hammeke, 
Philadelphia; Marshal, Michael Weiskopf, St. Paul; Trea- 
surer, George Korte, St. Louis; Trustees, Michael Deck, 
St. Louis; Charles Knetzger, Peoria, Ill., and John A. 
Suellentrop, Colwich, Kansas, elected to replace members 
whose terms had expired.—Officers of the Women’s Union; 
President, Mrs. S. C. Wavering; First Vice-President, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Karp, Cleveland; Second V. P., Miss Irma 
Seelaus, Philadelphia; Third V. P., Mrs. M. Anna Lorenz, 
Bird Island, Minn.; Treasurer, Miss Sophia Juenemann, 
St. Paul; Financial Secretary, Mrs. Catherine Felsecker, 
Milwaukee; Corresponding and Recording Secy., Miss 
Amalia Otzenberger, St. Louis; Historian, Mrs. Mary 
Neef, Springfield, Ill.; Members Executive Board, V. Rev. 
Chas. Moosmann, Munhall, Pa.; Rev. Peter Post O, S. B., 


Ft. Smith, Arkansas; Rev. Peter Theisen, Milwaukee; 


Rev. Peter Schnetzer, San Antonio; Rev. F. H. Scherbring, © 


s 
“ 
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Silverton, Oregon; Mrs. C. Thries, Buffalo, N. Y.; Miss 
Laura Reininger, New Braunfels, Tex.; Miss Gertrude 
Wienhusen, New Haven, Connecticut; Mrs. Barbara Geb- 
hart, Baltimore, and Mrs. H. Kellenberger, Union City, 
ING AIE 
* ok Xx 

The late Archbishop of Milwaukee, Most Rev. S. G. 
Messmer, Protector, Nat. Cath. Women’s Union, and the 
late V. Rev. Raphael Wittig, S. D. S., Member of the 
Executive Board N. C. W. U. and Spiritual Director 
of the Wisconsin League, were remembered in a special 
manner at the high mass celebrated in Sacred Heart 
parish church on the closing day. The arrangements 
enabling the delegates to attend high mass in a different 
church each day were thoughtfully made and proved ade- 
quate. The visit to each of these churches, representing 
the parishes in which our organization has members, was 


‘in the nature of a tribute to the priests and people for 


their co-operation, apart from the attendance at the holy 


sacrifice. 
* * Ok 


Several Life Memberships, holders of which will be 
published by name in a later issue, were added to 
those already listed. The convention urged active pro- 
motion of affiliation of Life and Sustaining Members. 

* OK OK 


Our organizations in Connecticut, New York, New Jer- 
sey and Pennsylvania deserve credit for having arranged 
for attendance in large numbers. Railroad and bus ex- 
cursions brought numerous delegates and visitors to Balti- 
more. The Nord Amerika of Philadelphia notes particu- 
larly that the Philadelphia and the Lehigh Valley organiza- 
tions were very well represented, especially on the opening 
day, many having availed themselves. of excursions ar- 
ranged for their benefit. 

The boat trip on the afternoon of the 20, for which the 
City of Baltimore had placed the S. S. Ferdinand C. 
Latrobe at the disposal of the delegates, was a delightful 
recreation after the labors of the convention. The municipal 
authorities were very considerate in other respects also. 
The Park Department had provided numerous ferns and 
other ornamental shrubs for the decoration-of the altar at 
the cathedral, the stage in the convention auditorium and 
that in the auditorium in which the mass meeting was held. 
Moreover, the municipal journal printed an article welcom- 
ing the convention. 

*k kU 


A postcard, commemorative of the jubilee, was sold at 
the convention for the benefit of the jubilee fund. De- 
signed by Mr. M. Deck, of St. Louis, it shows as its central 
theme that of the original seal of the C. V., the Holy 
Family, over whom the Holy Spirit, symbolized by a dove, 
is hovering. Mr. Deck intends to color the drawing and 
present it to the Central Bureau. 

ak ae 

The “Souvenir-Program” prepared for the convention, a 
handsomely printed volume of some hundred pages, is very 
creditable to the committee in charge. Several unsigned 
historical sketches concerning the C. V. and the Maryland 
Branch, the sketch “Seventy-Five Years of Catholic Action”, 
by Rev. Jos. Wahlen, M. S. F., of St. Louis, and the 
article on the Catholic Women’s Union, by Rev A. Mayer, 
lend yalue to the “souvenir.” 


The work of the Catholic Central Verein and 
the National Catholic Women’s Union, says Mr. 
Arthur Preuss, writing in The Echo, of Buffalo, 
“deserves the hearty support of all American Cath- 
olics. They have set out enthusiastically to carry 
out the program outlined in the Holy Father’s En- 
cyclical on Catholic Action. The Central-Blatt and 
Social Justice presents the results of these activities 


in a scholarly and interesting manner.” 


| 
| 


Prelates’ Greetings to the C. V. 


Altogether beyond the expectations of the mi 
sanguine were the number and tone of the gre| 
ings received by the C. V. from Cardinals, Ari 
bishops, Bishops, prelates and priests on the 4 
casion of the Diamond Jubilee Convention. | 
addition to the Holy Father the following me} 
bers of the hierarchy and clergy sent congratul 
tory letters or telegrams: . 


His Eminence W. Cardinal O’Connell, Boston; H. | 
J. Cardinal Dougherty, Philadelphia; H. E. M. Cardi 
Faulhaber, Munich; H. E. A. Cardinal Bertram, Bresl 
in his own name and that of the Fulda Conference of 
Bishops of Prussia; Most Rev. J. J. Glennon, Archbisl| 
of St. Louis; Most Rev. Edward D. Howard, Archbistk 
on Portland in Oregon; Most Rev. J. W. Shaw, Archbist 
of New Orleans; Most Rev. Francis Beckman, Archbist 
of Dubuque; Rt. Rev. Francis Johannes, Bishop of Le 
enworth; Rt. Rev. Jos. F. Rummel, Bishop of Omaha; 
Rev. Daniel J. Curley, Bishop of Syracuse; Rt. Rev. Je 
J. Cantwell, Bishop of Los Angeles and San Diego; 
Rey. James A. Griffin, Bishop of Springfield in Illin 
Rt. Rey. Francis W. Howard, Bishop of Covington; 
Rey. E. B. Ledwina, Bishop of ‘Corpus Christi; Rt. R 
F. C. Kelly, Bishop of Oklahoma; Rt. Rev. J. H. Tih 
Bishop of Denver; Rt. Rev. James Walsh, Bishop 
Newark; Rt. Rev. Vincent Wehrle, O. S. B., Bishop 
Bismarck; Rt. Rev. James P. McCloskey, Bishop of Ja’ 
Rt. Rev. Christian Schreiber, Bishop of Meissen a 
Apostolic Administrator of Berlin; Rt. Rev. Georg 
Schmid von Grueneck, Bishop of Coire, Dean of the Sw 
Bishops; Rt. Rev. Thomas Spreiter, O. S. B., Vi 
Apostolic of Eschowe, South Africa; Rt. Rev. P; 
Schaeuble, O. S. B., Abbot, St. Joseph’s Abbey, St. Be: 
dict, La.;Rt. Rev. John M. Mogan, Vicar General, Na 
ville; Rev. B. H. Diamond, Prot. Apost., Vicar Gene 
Diocese of Dallas; V. Rev. John A. Duffy, Vicar Gener 
Newark; V. Rey. Leander Canon Roth, New Orlea 
Rev. P. Bede Maler, O. S. B., Evansville; Rev. P. P 
Niermann, O. F. M., San Francisco; Rev. Ch. A. Kierde 
O. M. I., Winnipeg, Secretary-General, the Volks-Ver 
of German Canadian Catholics, and others. Greetings wi 
ge received from Dr. Georg Ahrens, German Cons 

t. Louis. 


Diamond Jubilee Fund Over $25,000 

The Baltimore convention witnessed the consu: 
mation of the labors of the Diamond Jubilee G 
Committee, which within a year raised over $25,0 
largely from our membership, as a memorial off 
ing to the C. V. The fund is primarily intended 
enable the reconstruction of the present rear str 
ture at the Central Bureau into a fireproof libra 
building. i 
The total, $25,629.28, was derived, according tc 
statement issued by Mr. Wm. H. Siefen, chairm 
of the committee, from the following sources: — 


Men and Women’s 

State Men’s Societies Societies 
Agkansas 2, ae seem S055) "9 er 5.50 
California foc) e 5OO.00 at metre ts 
CON oT ga (ane 2500-7. eee 
WSOMITCCLICI nce cee 1,182.25 269.70 
AGN FiGV a ges NP Ree tater aloes 2 AD 00- ens Pees 
Nb Leo Stee a 645.00 100.00 
Le Meare Uae ey oe Be 1,193.25 385.00 
Uo ee. eee ey 2A 5/5) aera 
SCs Co a ie SOO SMe ahs 
Massachusetts .............. 50.00 25.00 
Michigan OD Pe Se ae 
Minnesota ' 1,015.00 
Missouri 00 832.00 
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GE | Aare eal econ ee Sa 50:00 Shotts. a $ 50,00 
MCTSe Vo aes 680.00 125.00 805.00 
BOR Ke 2,673.50 416.00 3,089.50 

heDakota.s...-.2..... 451.00 40.00 491,00 

\ ie nee 240.00 200.00 440.00 

Lo eres UZS:00m Sieg ae Sle 173.00 

NGWEVANIA | 2o.ncc azn. 2,409.55 975.00 3,384.55 

ui Dakotas... 2... Eo Ra ae. 25.00 
Bio ace ae 1,093.70 668.55 1,762.25 

‘ri to 75.00 5.00 80.00 
7 Le 2,839.08 437.50 3,276.58 
$20,060.03 $ 5,569.25 $25,629.28 


- should be added that the Maryland group of 
1 and women have decided to withhold their 
tribution until after all convention accounts will 
e been settled. Further that the State Branch 
Sonnecticut, in addition to its generous contribu- 
., defrayed all expenses, approximating $500, 
urred in raising the Jubilee gift. 


esentation of the Laetare Medal at Baltimore 


he President and Faculty of the University of 
itre Dame conferred an honor on the C. V., not 
y by the award of the Laetare Medal to the Di- 
tor of the Central Bureau, Mr. F. P. Kenkel, but 
» by offering the suggestion that the presentation 
ht be made at the Baltimore Convention. This 
spite of the fact that ordinarily presentation oc- 
‘s within three months after the award. More- 
‘r, it was a fine courtesy that Rev. Francis J. 
eninger, C. S. C., Ph. D., Dean of the College 
‘Science at Notre Dame, was delegated to pre- 
t the medal, since he is a member of the C. V. 
his father had been before him. 


The dedication, read by Fr.’ Weninger before the 
idal was handed to Rt. Rev. Bishop John J. Mc- 
‘mara, Auxiliary of Baltimore, for presentation, 
ses the history and purpose of the Laetare Medal, 
ablished by the founder and first President of 
: University, the venerable Fr. Edward Sorin, in 
33. It declares that the award “is made annually 
‘some American Catholic who in his particular 
d of endeavor has achieved such distinction as 
lects glory upon the Catholic faith” and con- 
es : 

The list of men and women so honored in these past 
ty-seven years amply illustrates the inspiration which 
t Faith has brought into all departments of thought and 
man life—into philosophy and literature, the arts and 
ences, into the learned professions and into public serv- 
whether in time of peace or in time of war.” 


hereupon the document recites the names and 
rsuits of the recipients of the medal and declares: 


‘Sir, this year the University of Notre Dame admits you 
he historic and distinguished company of the Laetare 
dalists. Your title to enrollment there bears a validity 
its own. Men and women of our Faith have won this 
often because their endeavors ran parallel with great 
ic purposes, and sometimes even by reason of some 
» great achievement which derived its power from the 
radition that is ours. In your case, it is a lifetime 
h service that we recognize and crown. You have 
ot merely a great Catholic doing great work; rather, 
ve dedicated your whole life exclusively to the doing 
holic work. Understanding the importance of 
urnalism, realizing the tremendous potentialities 

tion, appreciating the power for good in 
ty, you have labored as a pioneer in all 


Se, 


these fields with the energy, the industry and the vision of 
an apostle and with a success of which this Diamond 
Jubilee anniversary of the Central Verein is only one of 
many glorious proofs.” 

Introduction and conclusion are equally happy in 
thought and diction. The act of presentation, in 
which also His Lordship the Bishop of Pittsburgh, 
Rt. Rev. Hugh C. Boyle, participated, was one of the 
events in the program of the mass meeting, held 
August 17 in the Lyric Auditorium. In his reply 
to the address of Fr. Weninger Mr. Kenkel, having 
expressed his thanks, declared the Central Verein 
as a whole and the Committee on Social Propaganda 
in particular, had made some of the endeavors pos- 
sible which formed reasons for the award; similarly 
clergy and laity had made possible the influence he 
had been able to exert in Catholic newspapers. 

The convention took cognizance of the award 
and presentation in a resolution, in which it also 
offers thanks to the University of Notre Dame. 


Resolutions 


Adopted by the Diamond Jubilee Convention 
C. C. V. of A. 
Held at Baltimore, Md., August 16-20, 1930 


I. The Holy Father 


The Catholic Central Verein of America, assembled 
in Annual Convention in Baltimore, Md., in the month 
of August, 1930, on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee 
of its birth in the Monumental City in 1855, with honest ' 
pride and unfeigned joy voices its gratitude to Almighty 
God for blessings received and difficulties surmounted 
during its 75 years of Catholic Action for God and 
country. 

One of our aims from the beginning having been 
obedience and loyalty to the Holy See, we avail our- 
selves of this occasion also to express our deepest appre- 
ciation and heartfelt thanks to His Holiness, Pope Pius 
XI, for his inspiring and quickening spiritual leadership 
and unfailing encouragement during his entire reign. 

We also voice our sincere gratitude to our Holy 
Father, who in his paternal solicitude for the spiritual 
welfare of his children, extended the Golden Jubilee 
Indulgence to July 1st of this year, thereby enabling 
many Catholics, previously prevented from gaining this 
peak ote to avail themselves of this exceptional privi- 
ege. 

Moreover, at a time when men place undue emphasis 
upon the acquiring of knowledge and developing of the 
mind, while neglecting the strengthening of the will, 
which is the prime requisite in the formation of charac- 
ter; and when there is a tendency on the part of parents 
and educators to shift their responsibilities regarding 
education to the State, and when, as a consequence, the 
State in some lands is inclined to assume the first or 
absolute right to education, we feel duly grateful to our 


Holy Father for his fearless and illuminating exposition 


of true education, as based on natural law and divine 
revelation, in his timely Encyclical “On the Christian — 
Education of Youth.” , 
We also thank His Holiness heartily for his Ency- 
clical “Ad salutem humani generis’, issued on the. 
fifteenth centenary of the death of St. Augustine, that 
glorious luminary of the Church, whose writings still 
enlighten and inspire the Christian people of the world. _ 
Furthermore, we are deeply appreciative of the great _ 
and singular honor bestowed upon our Continent in th 
recent canonization of the North American martyr: 
whose blood bedewed the very soil we tread. And we 
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the blood of these martyrs may become the fruitful seed 
of saints. 

We sympathize keenly with our Holy Father because 
of the malicious persecution of religion in Russia, espe- 
cially of that of the members of the household of the 
faith. We promise him our wholehearted and prayerful 
assistance for an early amelioration of these deplorable 
conditions, 

Our grateful hearts appreciate the interest of our 
Sovereign Pontiff in present and threatening economic 
conditions, particularly as they affect labor; which con- 
ditions, he warns us, unless remedied by the application 
of the principles of social justice, may become the fer- 
tile soil for the spread of Communism. 

Ever looking to him for inspiration and guidance in 
our actions, we pledge to him our humble and untiring 
co-operation, both in propagating a correct knowledge 
of the nature of Catholic Action and in encouraging all 
to devote themselves, according to their time and talents, 
to some work of Catholic Lay Activity for the extension 
of the Kingdom of Christ on earth and the spiritual and 
temporal welfare of their fellowmen. 

May the Lord grant Our Sovereign Pontiff, Pius XI, 
health and length of days! May his reign be beneficent 
and glorious. May his labors for the glory of God and 
the spiritual benefit of man be crowned with success, and 
all nations brought under the sweet yoke of Christ! 


II. The National Eucharistic Congress 


Our hearts have been gladdened by the call sent out 
for the National Eucharistic Congress, to be held at 
Omaha, Nebraska, September 23-25, 1930. We recognize 
in the arranging of this Congress a means for the 
strengthening of the Faith among our people and for a 
renewal of Catholic life, and a manifestation of special 
honor and homage to Christ, our Eucharistic King. We 
urge our members most earnestly to take part in the 
Congress. 

We also recommend membership in the National 
Eucharistic League, which fosters devotion to our Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 


III. Catholic Apologetics 


One of the principal aims of the Catholic Central 
Verein of America is to be a servant of the Church in 
spreading and defending the teachings of Christ. From 
its very inception seventy-five years ago it has faith- 
fully pursued this aim and has encouraged all practical 
methods and means serving this purpose. 

Progress in spreading religion is greatly aided by the 
advancement of science, one of whose most marvelous 
achievements is the radio. It is one of the simplest and 
most effective means of diffusing knowledge of the pres- 
ent. It is evident, therefore, that this means of com- 
munication is of inestimable value in spreading the truths 
of the Christian religion along with its code of sound 
principles of morality. 

We hail with joy the “Catholic Hour” and other 
methods of Catholic publicity by radio, and express our 
wholehearted approval of these undertakings. We urge 


: “ our members actively to support and to express their 
appreciation to radio stations which broadcast to them 


d their neighbors a knowledge of Catholic doctrine 
d valuable information regarding Church history and 
holic practices. We earnestly hope that additional 
ertakings of like character will be initiated and 
oped. bP a ees % 
wever useful the radio is as a practical means of 
inating truth and knowledge, it cannot adequately 
place of the Catholic Press. In order to fully 


tand 


ures necessary to protect the farmer against explo 


d appreciate fundamental principles of 
it living it is, ordinaril 


the current news of the Catholic world; the cor 
statement of the Church’s position; refutation of f 
statements about her; the upholding of Catholic doet) 
and its application to every phase of human life, part 
larly to social and economic problems. Hence ' 
Catholic Press, because of its influence for religion | 
civic virtue, is a powerful factor for good which nj 
not be neglected, and which every member of our orgie 
zation should endeavor to strengthen by active supp} 


This year marks the close of an eventful epoch in 
history of Catholic journalism in our country—the te 
anniversary of the establishment of the “Catholic D 
Tribune” of Dubuque, the first and only English } 
guage Catholic Daily in America, founded by a fori 
president of the Central Verein, the late Nicholas Gj 
ner, K. S. G. We, therefore, extend our cordial cong; 
tulations to the officers and staff of this Daily, for 
ten years of faithful service in the cause of Christ | 
its stand against the dangers to faith and morals wh 
unfortunately, lurk in many present-day publicatic 
We greet the “Catholic Daily Tribune” as a vigor 
champion of the Catholic Church and pledge to it 
wholehearted support, to the end that its influence r 
ever increase and its existence be permanently assui 


IV. The Farmer’s Problems 


A special session of Congress, convened by the Pr 
dent chiefly for the purpose of granting relief to a; 
culture, the creation of the Federal Farm Board by t 
Congress, as well as widespread discussion of the Fa 
Problem, are ample proof of the unfavorable econo? 
condition the farmers of our country have faced fo 
number of years. 


Unfortunately, to rapidly declining prices of the p 
ducts of agriculture, due to causes over which the fa 
had no control, have been added the disastrous res: 
of drought, afflicting large sections of our country < 
affecting adversely such staples as wheat, corn and 
ton, while forcing the farmer to market and sell a 
loss cattle, sheep and hogs, which he is no longer a 
to water, graze or feed. 


In consequence the economically weaker tiller of 
soil, whether share cropper, renter, or farmer, 
threatened with utter ruin. Hence a situation so exc 
tional that both the Federal government and the S: 
governments must be called on to extend relief to 
drought-stricken areas. 


_Both charity and the welfare of.the nation deme 
aid should be granted promptly, liberally and efficien 


The American farmer must not be permitted to b 
the burden which years of unprofitable production, h: 
prices of commodities, mounting freight rates and te 
have placed on his shoulders. All proper means shc 
be employed to relieve the unsatisfactory economic c¢ 
dition he finds himself placed in at present; li 
adequate measures to establish greater economic s 
ity of agriculture in the future must be found 
adopted. While speculation of a usurious nature in 
cultural commodities should be suppressed, other n 


must also be resorted to, lest he be driven to desert 
land, because he does not enjoy the fruits of his |: 

However, serious as the present agricultural cri 
the farmer may still rely on the All High and 
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V. Unemployment ties, always bearing in mind that private charity, and 
e are alarmed at the extent of unemployment in our private initiative on the part of employers, are prefer- 
try. We see it increasing daily. We realize the | able to any system of Federal or State pensions. It 
t it is bound to have, unless it be checked or re- should further be remembered that if State aid is neces- 
d. We praise the efforts of municipal, state and sary, the care, support and maintenance of the aged 
mal officials to relieve the situation and commend should be provided and controlled as far as possible by 
endeavors of unofficial groups to solve the problem. the community in which they reside. 
»e know, however, that the efforts thus far put forth (To be concluded) 
vhese groups will bring only temporary relief. But 


manent relief must be established and maintained. . 
eased public improvements, rotation in work by the a. Convention Calendar 

«ers, part time employment schemes—these and As this issue goes to press, the convention of 
r methods have materially helped and will materially the New York State Branch, called to Utica for 
f elieve the distress, but they will not permanently / : s y es 

- eas pens y SP pun August 31-September 2, will have adjourned. 


2 the problem. Nhe ie : P : 
ee earnestly commend the efforts being made to Likewise that of the California Branch, set for 


ry the various phases of unemployment insurance. August 31 and September 2 at San Jose. The 
¢do not favor any scheme of unemployment insur- conventions still to be held are: 
which in substance is nothing more than a system CW. “ot New’ Jersey “and. iG) “Wo eee 


coles, or which shows fundamental tendencies toward Mi De sie AYP; Qo 
2 Socialism. Successful systems of unemployment Michael’s parish, Elizabeth, September 13-14. 


wance have been put into operation in some of the State League and C. W. U. of Minnesota, 
pr industries on the basis of mutual co-operation Winona, September 28-29. 
ween employers and employees. We urge our mem- State League and C. W. U. of Arkansas, St. 


| ® give “hea aoe os oa = ror a he Vincent (Hattieville P. O.), October 5-7. 
yOWever, we must go to the root of the evil. An ee ae x ee a : 
imay be found in the greed of leaders of industry Michigan Branch, /C.. V_~ Nativitys parish De 
ffinance. It manifests itself in the desire of capital troit, October 26. 


sreate a steady return from investment no matter 


t the condition of business may be, whilst no similar Bali : : 
‘ision is made for the worker, temporary depression rilliant, Instructive Addresses Feature Ohio 


er being made an excuse for lowering wages. At Branch Convention 


ssame time he is injured by the introduction of un- aN ; ; f : 
vonable efficiency systems, by which one worker is serious, purposeful attitude marked the con- 


pelled to do the work of two or three, by the refusal | duct and deliberations of the delegates attending 
mmploy those having reached a certain age, and by | the 32nd general convention of the Catholic Union 


SO ce ee ete oy, of Ohio, held July 20-22 in Toledo. Any other 
. ave entaes ee SG ae Ne araiana frame of mind would have been. well nigh impos- 
_ eked “s brine We. Clothes laadere’ of sible under the influence of the impressive sermon 
wstry a true sense of their obligation towards the wage on Catholic Action and the need of studying present- 
sers. We greet, however, with sei aaliie | Sgt day social and economic problems, delivered by the 
pn of many employers not to cut wages in these | Bishop of Toledo, Rt. Rev. Samuel Stritch, at the 
*s of distress. They see the economic folly of such Ponchaieiiionun lehraiedseeiee ee 4 
srocedure. We condemn the practice of married SUES eg a1 ass celebrated Dy him in sacre 
nen entering or remaining in commercial'and indus- Heart Church on the 20th. The Bishop, moreover, 

life in competition with men and unmarried women stressed the same truth inspiringly in an address 

must work, and we condemn especially the practjce delivered at the mass meeting in the evening of the 


ied th vorki hen the husband is : . 
[iiirontoved and carn ‘ aie pages same day, in which he also commended the labors 


\dwever, we again remind our people that no perman- | Of the-C. V. Branch, while he likewise offered the 
‘solution of the labor question and associated social delegates encouragement at a banquet arranged for 
stions can be hoped for without the aid of religion— | the evening of the 21st. Besides, at the mass meet- 
‘teachings of positive Christianity, the reestablishing | jing the delegates and others, assembled in the 
eee enc eistian charity. Catholic Central High School, heard a stirring ad- 

VI. Care for the Aged dress. by Rt. Rev. Dr. Jos. Och, President The 
ne of the most vexing problems caused by our | Josephinum, who treated of the various social and 
ern industrial system is the increase in the number | economic problems affecting the family, and touched 
men and women deprived of remunerative employ- | 41.4 on the ethical aspects of labor, and a further 


f loyment altogether, thereby becoming d : 
+ Be cs is e e address on the need and means of Catholic Action 


he speeding up of industry, refusal by many em- | by the Director of the Central Bureau, Mr. F. P. 
ers to hire or keep employees who are no longer Kenkel. 
g and vigorous, has thrown out of work or barred Nor was there lack of instruction and inspiration at busi- 
employment a large number of individuals who ness sessions or the banquet. To list the principal speak- 
d otherwise be earning a living. In consequence ers: Rev. John J. Vogel, Toledo, who sounded the keynote 
amber of those placed in the category of persons of practical action at the first business session; V. Rev. John 
Id to earn a livelihood has been increased until it A. Schaffeld, who spoke on Education at the Sunday evening 
come a grave problem of national concern. dinner; Joseph Muenzer, M. D., Toledo, who delivered an 
ous methods of relieving the aged have been excellent address on Birth Control at a joint meeting of 
such as homes for the aged, supported by public men and women; Rev. E. C. Kramer, New York City, 


e funds, or by industries themselves, as well as Director, Catholic Board of Mission Work Among Col- 
old age pension systems. In view of the fact ored People, who treated of Negro Mission needs on the 
problem has assumed such importance as to U. S.; Rev. Wm. J. Engelen, S. J., Toledo, who outlined 


e attention of all serious-minded and well in- | present-day labor problems and remedies; Mr. F. P. Kenkel, 
rsons, we call upon our members to inves- who submitted a report on the endeavors of the Central 
udy its manifestations in their communi- | Bureau in Catholic Action ; Rev. Dr. J. L. Sassen, Toledo, 


é 


‘ 
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who spoke at the banquet. Discussion of the resolutions 
approved of by the convention also proved instructive; they 
deal with Old Age Pensions, Sterilization Laws, Credit 
Unions, Education, and other topics. Moreover, remarks 
on the endeavors of the men’s and women’s branches by 
the Spiritual Directors, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Nicholas Pfeil and 
V. Rev. John A. Schaffeld, Cleveland, and the messages of 
the respective State Presidents, Mr. Herman Fox and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Karp, both also of that city, offered helpful sug- 
gestions for the work of the convention, 

Following a recently adopted method the convention 
elected a Board of Directors, who selected the roster of 
officers from their own ranks. The finally elected officers 
are: President, Andrew A. Meyer, Cleveland; Vice-Presi- 
dents, Anton Pfromm, Akron, and August Wienandy, To- 
ledo; Secretary, Clarence A. Schnieders, Cincinnati, and 
Treasurer, Joseph Kaelin, Columbus. The remaining mem- 
bers of the Board are: Ray Nuninger, Akron; Fr. Wur- 
dack, Columbus; E. J. Hess, Chillicothe; John Vogel and 
Aug. Wienandy, Toledo; and Leo P. Leyden, Youngs- 
town. President Meyer was chosen to represent the Union 
as delegate at the C. V. convention, while Carey was 
tentatively selected as convention city for 1931. 


Erie Convention of Penna. Branch Marked by 
Harmony “in Thought and Action” 


“Just returned from our annual convention, at 
Erie,” writes Mr. John Eibeck, President of the 
Pennsylvania Branch, to the Director of the C. B., 
“T feel I must convey to you the glad news that 
this was one of the best conventions ever held since 
my connection with the Pennsylvania Branch... . 
We did not have a large delegation, but what we 
lacked in numbers was more than made up by qual- 
ity. There was harmony, unity of thought and 
action, and a general desire to promote and promul- 
gate our work.” Under the circumstances, in spite 
of the excessive heat, the convention, held July 
20-22, could not fail to arouse the enthusiasm of 
the delegates and inspire them to renewed activity. 
A strong inspirational force were the participation 
and the addresses of the Bishop of Erie, Rt. Rev. 
John Mark Gannon, who spoke on Catholic Educa- 
tion at the Pontifical High Mass celebrated by him 
on the 20th and again at the banquet on the evening 
of the 2lst. Addresses at the mass meeting in the 
evening of the 20th were delivered by Rev. John 
Leary, C. SS. R., Mr. John B. Spaeder, Mr. N. J. 
Relihan, City Solicitor J. B. Held, Branch Presi- 
dent Mr. Eibeck, and Mrs. E. Stopper, President 
of the Women’s Union. Rev. E. J. Fischer, Erie, 
preached the sermon at the Pontifical High Mass. 


The Pennsylvania conventions are always marked by a 
thoughtful message of the President and carefully pre- 
pared reports of Presidents of the District Leagues. In 
his Message submitted this year Mr. Eibeck devotes chap- 
ters to Membership and Annual Dues; District Leagues; 
Celebrations of St. Boniface Day; Central Verein and 
Central Bureau; The Diamond Jubilee Fund; Lay Retreats; 
Cath. Women’s Union; Committee on Legislation; the 
President’s Monthly Letter; Losses. District Reports pre- 
sented were from the Philadelphia Volksverein, by Presi- 
dent George Margraff; the Allegheny County League, by 


President Frank Stifter; the Lehigh Valley League, by » 


President Frank Ehrlacher; the Schuylkill and Berks Dis- 
trict League, by Delegates Anton Loeper and Jacob Post. 
An encouraging fact is the affiliation of two societies in 
Philadelphia, the Kolping Soicety and St. Peter’s Catholic 
lub. It was also gratifying to the delegates to learn that 
contributions from the state toward the C. V. Diamond 
Jubilee Fund would total about $3,000.  . 


~ 
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Rev. John C. Heibel, Erie, Rev. P. Theobald, of E 
burg, and Mr. W. D. Kinney addressed the delegates dur 
various sessions. ‘The resolutions approved bear the tit] 
Our Holy Father; Catholic Action; Influence of the Fi 
ily in Education; Higher Education; Parish Societ 
Power of the Catholic Press; Unemployment and | 
Age Insurance; Laetare Medal Award; Birth Cont 
Wilkes-Barre was selected for the 1931 convention. V. 
Chas. Moosmann, Munhall, was requested to continue 
Spiritual Director and the following officers were elect 
John Eibeck, Pittsburgh, President; Geo. E. Ginther, Pe 
ville, Edward Wolsiefer, Wilkes-Barre, John P. M 
haner, Erie, Vice-Presidents; Geo. D. Fichter, Allento: 
Recording Secretary; John Wiesler, Jr., Philadelphia, | 
nancial and Corresponding Secretary; Hy. A. Beel 
Bethlehem, Treasurer. Mr. L. M. Boehm was appoir 
Chairman of the Committee on Legislation, and the : 
lowing as Members of the Executive Board: Frank Stif 
Carnegie; Frank Ehrlacher, Allentown; George A. M 
graff, Philadelphia, Hermann Spiegel, Bethlehem, ; 
W.. A. Timm, St. Mary’s. 


* Most Reverend S. G. Messmer, Late 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 


Having greeted the delegates to the Milwaul 
convention of the C. V. and N. C. W. U. and o 
lined in the sermon delivered by him at the soles 
high mass on August 19, 1923, his conception 
their major duties, the late Archbishop S$. G. Me 
mer visited the first business session on the c 
following. Again he welcomed them, this time 
an impromptu address, referred to his sermon, a 
added: 


“Societies like the Central Verein are of great importa 
for Catholics and the entire nation. Let others think 
they will and let them attack Catholics; we, howey 
know that all such views are false and that the princi 
of Catholicism are the greatest treasure for our coun 
And we should be happy to be able to impart cori 
knowledge concerning them to others through pu 
meetings . 


These, and other commendatory remarks by Ari 
bishop Messmer flowed from sincere conviction. | 
was firmly convinced of the value and the missi 
ofthe C. V. and gladly assumed and retained 1 
role of Protector of the National Catholic Wome 
Union. At the same time, however, Dr. Mess 
was a spirited advocate and defender of the princi 
of federation between all Catholic organizatio 
One of the founders of the American Federation 
Catholic Societies, he was ever a champion of t 
organization, in which he wished to see all Cathe 
organizations federated. Perhaps only the late Bist 
McFaul of Trenton exceeded Archbishop Messn 
in zeal for the A. F. of C. S. and in constant eff 
to lend it prestige and increase its strength. 

Nevertheless Archbishop Messmer’s interest 
movement, though more passive than that for I 
ation, was ever friendly and encouraging. In 
when the Federation was probably at the heig 
its strength and influence, the Archbishop att 
the St. Paul convention of the C. V., where he « 
livered an address. On December 30 of that y 
he wrote a letter to the Director of the Cer 
Bureau reading in part: Z 

“When the local committee in St. Paul sent me a ch 
last summer for my appearance at the Central Verein 
vention I made up my mind to send part of it t 
Central-Stelle, as an expression of my deep appre 
of the work being done by that splendid organi 
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| German Catholics of the U. S. may congratulate 
fselves upon having such a splendid Bureau of social 
mation and guidance. Would to God we had some- 
of the same kind for our English speaking 
lolics.” 
jzain, after the Milwaukee convention of 1923, 
hbishop Messmer wrote the Director under date 
eptember 30, he had, to his great surprise, re- 
-d a check from the committee in charge of ar- 
ements. He did not intend to keep it, but sent 
or the Central Bureau,” adding: 
sofar I am glad to have received the check, and I am 
ful to the committee, because it has thus placed me 
position to do a little something for the Central 
Au. 
ie Archbishop’s generosity in these instances 
in keeping with his attitude towards the organ- 
yon and its endeavors as evidenced on numerous 
He repeatedly addressed conventions of 
’., and was likewise interested in the one- 
Catholic Days, having delivered an address at 
jast, held in Louisville, Ky., in 1894. For these 
pms it was a logical and happy devolopment that, 
ae Chicago convention of 1919, when Arch- 
pp, now Cardinal, Mundelein had communicated 
he gathering the remarkable commission of 
edict XV. to labor for the restoration of peace 
een nations and for the rehabilitation of the 
les of Central Europe, Archbishop Messmer 
irequested to present the papal commission on 
lf of the Central Verein to the Conference of 
‘American hierarchy—a step which resulted in 
of the grandest endeavors of charity of all times. 


ae Central Verein of America and its Wisconsin 
ach, and the parallel women’s organizations, 
‘lost a faithful patron in Archbishop Messmer. 
tron who at times did not, indeed, share the 
s of some C. V. leaders in matters of organiza- 
yet who, on the other hand, never wavered 
mis essentially favorable attitude towards our 
sty, its principles and aims. 


“he Late V. Rev. Raphael Wittig, S. D. S. 


‘riting to the Central Bureau after the death of 
Rev. Raphael Wittig, S. D. S., Provincial, the 

Angelus Muenzloher of the same Congregation, 
ares: 

Wittig “had always taken active interest in the Cen- 
Verein and had hoped to go to Baltimore to attend 
Diamond Jubilee celebration.” 
ne deceased was indeed devoted to the C. V. and 
particularly to the N. C. W. U., and his inter- 
n the nation-wide organizations was paralleled 
at with which he cooperated with the Wisconsin 
= Branches. While he was Spiritual Director of 
‘ath. Women’s League of that state since its 
rization in 1919, he was none the less active in 
oting the men’s organization. Both Branches 
» represented at his obsequies, which took place 
t. Nazianz, Wis., July 31. 

. Wittig was born somewhat over 50 years ago in 
a, and attached himself to the Society of the Divine 
r while still a youth. He pursued his studies in 
seat of the motherhouse of the Congregation, an 
» Catholic University at Freiburg in Switzerland. 
ined to the priesthood in 1901, he came to the U. oe 


4 
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where he labored in the cure of souls, his services as 
retreat master for religious being in particular demand. 
Afflicted with ill health for several years, he was obliged 
repeatedly to submit to operations. His death occurred 
July 27 in the hospital at Rochester, Minn. 


Mr. Jos. Matt Heads Committee on Social 
Propaganda 


The Committee on Social Propaganda of the 
C. V. is to be known as Committee on Catholic 
Action, once the 1931 convention shall have rati- 
fied an amendment to the Constitution, first read 
at the Baltimore convention and intended to 
bring about the indicated change of title. This 
Committee added Rev. Albert Mayer, St. Louis, 
Spiritual Director National Catholic Women’s 
Union, to its membership. 


Mr. Joseph Matt, K. S. G., editor the Wanderer, 
St. Paul, member of the Committee since its es- 
tablishment, was chosen chairman, succeeding 
the late Rt. Rev. George W. Heer, of Dubuque. 
Mr. Matt is the third member to hold this office 
since the inception of the Committee in 1907, 
Msgr. Heer having been preceded in office by the 
late Mr. Nicholas Gonner, K. S. G., of Dubuque. 


Miscellany 


The labors of missionaries, like other endeavors 
conducted in the interest of true culture, flourish 
best when quiet and peace reign. It was to be ex- 
pected, therefore, that the unrest prevalent in India 
should hamper the work of the missioners. Writing 
to the Bureau from the interior of that vast em- 
pire, a Missionary Bishop says: 

“The state of things in India is not encouraging. The 
spirit of independence and disobedience has not yet taken 
hold of our converts, but the work of propagating the 
faith is hampered in many ways. ‘In several villages where 
I had hoped to succeed in converting a number of Pagans, 
the work was stopped as people thought it expedient to keep 
aloof from me,’ an Indian missionary writes. We hope 
that the time of unrest will soon be over.” 


The St. Louis delegates to the Baltimore conven- 
tion of the C. V. voted as a body to travel via the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. They were guided in 
their decision by the consideration that for a num- 
ber of years this system co-operates with its shop 
employees under a mutually acceptable arrangement, 
known as the B. & O. Plan. 

While the action of these delegates, which also influenced 
some others, is by no means phenomenal, it is an exemplifi- 
cation of consistency between principle and practice, such 
as should be more generally observed. As is proper, 
representatives of the Railroad Company were advised of 
the reason for the decision. 


To the list of libraries, to which our monthly is 
sent, the Carnegie Library, at Carnegie, Pa., has 
now been added through the generosity of Mr. 
Frank Stifter, of Pennsylvania, who has paid for 
a year’s subscription for a copy of Central-Blatt 
and Social Justice to be sent to that institution. 
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Central-Blatt and Social Justice 


Verdffentlicht von der Central-Stelle des Central-Vereins. 
Das Komitee fiir soziale Propaganda: 


Joseph Matt, St. Paul, Minn., Vorsitzender; Willibald 
Eibner, New Ulm, Minn., Pras. d. C. V.; Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Dr. Joseph Och, Columbus, O.; V. Rev. A. J. Muench, St. 
Francis, Wis.; Rev. A. Mayer, St. Louis, Mo.; Chas. 
Korz, Butler, N. J.; Rev. Wm. J. Engelen, S. J., Toledo, 
O.: H. B. Dielmann, San Antonio, Tex.; Nicholas Dietz, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Otto H. Kreuzberger, Evansville, Ind.; 
F. P. Kenkel, Leiter der C. St., St. Louis, Mo. 


Anfragen, Briefe, Geldsendungen usw., bestimmt fur 
die Central-Stelle oder das Central-Blatt, sind zu rich- 
ten an 


Central Bureau of the Central Verein, 
3835 Westminster Place, St. Louis, Mo. 


Caspar Decurtins, ein Donoso 
Cortes des Schweizerlandes. 


ive 


In seiner Rede auf dem Katholikentag in Frei- 
burg, Schweiz, im September 1906, also vier Jahre 
spater, lenkte Decurtins das Interesse der Zuhorer 
hauptsachlich auf die Gefahren des Agnostizismus 
und Modernismus hin. Aber auch die Soziale 
Frage wurde noch keineswegs aus dem Auge ge- 
lassen. Wir zitieren hier nur einen Passus aus 
dieser hochbedeutsamen Rede, die die Ueberschrift 
“Christus und Kultur” trug, um dann einen gros- 
seren Theil seiner Ausfithrungen, wo er jene re- 
ligidsen Fragen behandelte, unseren Lesern zu Ge- 
mtthe zu fihren. Der Redner ftihrte aus: ‘Die 
Idee, welche der mittelalterlichen Organisation 
der Arbeit zugrundelag, ist in unserem eisernen 
Zeitalter glorreich wieder erstanden. Wahrend aber 
die Arbeit in der mittelalterlichen Gesellschaft zu 
fester Ordnung und sorgsam geforderter Entwick- 
lung gelangte, indem Staat und Kirche ihr Recht 
und ihre Wiirde anerkannten, und in ihr im 
Gegensatz zum todten Metall den fruchtbaren 
Quell der Giiter erkannten, steht die heutige 
Gewerkschaft in einem Gegensatz zu 
den bestehenden staatlich geschiitzten Gebilden 
freier Vereinigung. Die Sorge, die der Staat der 
Bildung der kapitalistischen Gesellschaft widmete, 
die Fille von Geist und Wissen, die seine Vertreter 
darauf verwendeten, der Aktiengesellschaft mog- 
lichst unumschrankte Bewegungsfreiheit zu ge- 
wahren, steht in schroffem Gegensatz zu dem 
Verhalten derselben Gewalten gegeniiber den Ve- 
reinigungen zum Schutze der Arbeit. Anfangs 
_ verboten, spater geduldet, zuletzt anerkannt, haben 


- die Vereinigungen der Arbeiter in den verschiedenen 


_ Kulturstaaten sich nun allmahlig das Recht auf 
Exi wattle 2 ao ae bei der a ae der 


Krafte.’ Und wer konnte leugnen, dass unter c 
Einflusse einer kalten, sensualistischen Philosop| 
die den Eigennutz zum Regulator des wirthschi| 
lichen Lebens machte, die Arbeit zu einer feil 
Ware herabsank und darnach behandelt wurde? | 
Riickkehr zu einer ethischen Auffassung der 4) 
beit muss das Endziel der katholischen Sozioloy 
wie unserer praktischen Politik sein. er 
weitaus grossten Raum in dieser Rede nahm all 
wie gesagt, der Hinweis auf die mannigfacl} 
drohenden Gefahren auf religidsem Gebiete | 
Decurtins fihrte unter anderem aus: “Wie | 
fester Thurm steht inmitten der brandenden Wog 
welche die Grundpfeiler unserer Kultur unt 
wiihlen, die katholische Kirche. Auf den Fel 
Petri gebaut, wird sie, wie in vergangenen Ta: 
so auch in der Zukuntt, die unfehlbare Lehre’ 
die sichere Fiihrerin des einzelnen und der Vol 
sein. 


“Unermiidlich stiirmen gegen sie heute wie gest 
und vorgestern die Geister der Liige heran. L 
so wird’s auch morgen sein; der Kampf wird — 
merdar dauern. Aber die Formen wechseln. 


“Auch heute erscheint er haufig genug in 
Gestalt gewaltthatiger Verfolgung und brutaler | 
terdriickung. Allein dieser offene Kampf ist—n 
er auch noch so leidenschaftlich toben—viel we 
ger gefahrlich, als der stille, aber unermiudli 
Krieg, der im Reiche der Geister gegen die kat 
lische Kirche gefiihrt wird, schon deshalb, weil 
ser Krieg proteusartig alle moglichen Gestal 
annimmt. 


“Wie konnte es auch anders sein, wenn ut 
dem Deckmantel der Wissenschaft immer wie 
das Christenthum bekampft, und nach einem 
satz fiir dasselbe gesucht wird! Durch Schule 1 
Literatur muss allmahlig diese Geistesrichtung ih 
verderblichen Einfluss auch auf die katholisel 
Kreise ausdehnen, und es braucht die ganze Lebe 
kraft der Kirche, um gegen diese Infektion erf¢ 
reich zu reagieren. 


“Greifen wir aus den Erscheinungen des geisti 
Lebens zwei heraus. — 


“Die eine erklart sich von selbst aus der Art, | 
die Modernen suchen und forschen. Haben 
doch langst die Hoffnung aufgegeben, die 
heit, die ganze, volle, zu finden; im Suchen, 
im Finden der Wahrheit sehen sie ihre Auf 
Und so betrachten sie denn alles menscl 
Denken und Thun als gleich berechtigte A 
gungen, aber im Grunde gleich erfolglos, ein 
wieder erneuertes Ringen nach etwas Besse 
Hoherem. Wie jene Verdammten im K: 
Dante’schen Holle erscheinen ihnen die Me ns 
geschlechter: in wwirrem, wirbelndem Irrga 
wegen sich diese immer in demselben fatal 
| Amos toe Recht, te und Kultur s 
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elbstverstandlich kann bei einer solchen Aut- 
ing, wenn man den Muth hat, sie logisch fertig 
mnken, von Glaube und Moral keine Rede sein. 
lider einzelne braucht sich nicht an Gebote zu 
sn, die er als ttberwunden und veraltet be- 
tet. 

(dothwendig wachst aus dieser Weltanschauung 
3estreben heraus, alles Uebernatiirliche aus der 
uhichte zu verbannen und die Geschichte selbst 
iner Erscheinungsform bestimmter Gesetze zu 
1en. 


vasse man sich nicht durch die gleissenden 
ite, mit welchen man den alten Glauben und 
gesunde Tradition zu beruhigen und zu _be- 
ichtigen sucht, tauschen und in die Irre 
en! 

serade diese Richtung, welche mit dem Hei- 
en spielt und die ewigen Wahrheiten mit sorg- 
r Hand umzuwenden versucht, ist fiir den 
-ben viel gefahrlicher, als die rohen, leiden- 
ftlichen Angriffe eines polternden Material- 
s, oder fanatischen Atheismus. Der Versuch, 
der edelsten und sympathischesten Erschein- 
n der Kirchengeschichte im Geiste dieser Me- 
2 zu wtrdigen und zu erklaren, hat in manchen 
dlischen Kreisen eine Aufnahme gefunden, die 
ein Blitz in dunkler Nacht den Abgrund zeigt, 
sich plotzlich aufgethan. Und doch war auch 
r Versuch fur denjenigen, der seit Jahren die 
pvicklung des geistigen Lebens der europdischen 
urvolker verfolgt hat, nicht so uberraschend. 


‘ls Strauss’ Leben Jesus erschien, da erwartete 
im katholischen wie im protestantischen Lager 
definitive Scheidung der Geister. Denn die 

tutendsten Denker, dort wie hier, sahen die 

sachliche Verwirklichung der Schlussfolge- 

‘en, die Strauss in seinem ‘Alten und neuen 

ben’ gezogen hatte, voraus. Also Abfall vom 

stenthum auf der einen, um so entschiedeneres 
halten an der Gottheit Christi auf der anderen 

2. So glaubte man die zukinftigen Entwick- 

n der Dinge in der zweiten Halfte des neun- 

ten Jahrhunderts prognostizieren zu missen. 

jist weniger klar und prazis verlaufen, diese 
icklung. Als Harnacks ‘Wesen des Christen- 

s erschien, das gegeniiber der grossen Kern- 

_Lebensfrage die gleiche Antwort gibt, wie 

id Friedrich Strauss, da fand es selbst in weit 

‘ts stehenden protestantischen Kreisen eine Auf- 

me, die klar zeigte, dass inzwischen die Auf- 

‘ung vom Wesen und Unwesen des Christen- 

us bei der zweiten. und dritten Generation eine 
Bes geworden war, als sie bei der ersten 


selbst in katholischen Kreisen hat man in 
ten Zeit den Einfluss dieser Richtung be- 
kénnen. Es wurde viel historische For- 
nd historische Kritik mit den Anschauungen 
kampfer des Relativismus verwechselt, 
Anschauungen auf einem ganz anderen 
is dem geschichtlichen gewachsen sind. 

Vie es den zerstdrenden Kraften in der Natur 
ig selbst das festeste Gestein miirbe 


zu machen, durch stille, fast unbemerkte Verwit- 
terung granitene Grundsaulen zu brechen, ganz so 
vollfuhrt dieses System seine Vernichtungsarbeit. 

“Immer wird die Weltauffassung fir die Be- 
trachtung der Vergangenheit und fir die Stellung 
zur Gegenwart entscheidend sein. Man hat in den 
Kreisen der exakten Forschung lange Zeit die Schale 
wohlfeilen Spottes uber die Philosophie ausgegossen. 
Heute macht man in diesen Kreisen, von der Un- 
haltbarkeit eines banausischen Materialismus tber- 
zeugt, krampfhafte Anstrengungen, zu einer ein- 
heitlichen philosophischen Beantwortung der Welt- 
und Lebensrathsel zu gelangen. Aber welcher Art 
ist die Philosophie, auf die man zurickgegriffen 
hat? Man will Rathsel losen und leugnet im 
gleichen Athemzuge die Moglichkeit einer Losung, 
spricht den Menschen die Fahigkeit der Erkennt- 
nis der ewigen Wahrheit durch die Vernunft ab 
und macht die Religion neben der Poesie zu einem 
Produkt der menschlichen Phantasie. 

“Auch im katholischen Lager horen wir Stimmen, 
die nach einem Bruche mit der Philosophie der 
katholischen Vorzeit rufen und eine Regeneration 
des Christenthums durch den religidsen Subjekti- 
vismus erhoffen. Selbst da, wo man sich nicht so 
bewusst und schlankweg auf den religidsen Boden 
stellen will, greift eine Auffassung um sich, welche 
das einzelne Gewissen zur Richtschnur iiber Wahr- 
heit und Luge macht und den Glauben als das 
‘eminent Personliche’ des Individuums und seines 
Gewissens betrachtet. In verschiedenen literarischen 
Erzeugnissen begegnen wir—selbst bei Katholiken— 
in bunter wechselreicher Auffithrung solchen An- 
schauungen. Das erklart uns den Ruf nach Reform, 
der in den verschiedensten Formen von _ ver- 
schiedener Seite erhoben wird. Fr eine Kirche 
aber, die alt und morsch geworden, wird kein Kul- 
turkampf gekampft. Der Kampf der Gegenwart 
erfordert den ganzen, freudigen, ungebrochenen 
Glauben. 


“Wollen wir der Gefahr, die in diesen Storungen 
liegt, wirksam begegnen, so mussen die Wissen- 
schaften mit Benutzung der sichern Ergebnisse der 
modernen Forschung und ihrer vervollkommneten 
Methoden wieder im katholischen Geiste gepflegt 
werden. Man hat in unseren Kreisen leider der 
Jugend manchmal eine veraltete Waffe fur den zu- 
kiinftigen Kampf in die Hand gedritckt. Als dann 
der junge Soldat den Minderwerth der Waffe er- 
kannte, warf er vielleicht nicht nur unwillig die 
Waffe weg, er wechselte auch die Fahne. 

“Hier in Freiburg, an der Grenzsscheide ger- 
manischen und romanischen Lebens, ist eine hohe 
Schule gegriindet worden, wo die Wissenschaft ein 
Heim und der Glaube eine Statte finden soll. Wenn 
die Aufgabe, die der jtiingsten im Kreise der 
schweizerischen Universitaten gestellt ist, auch eine 
schwierige genannt werden muss, schwieriger, als 
man sich gemeinhin vorstellt, so hat sie doch be- 
reits Achtung fir ihre wissenschaftliche Arbeit 
und die Ueberzeugung ihrer Lehrer zu erwerben 
gewusst. Und ihr wohlthatiger Einfluss macht sich 
in der katholischen Schweiz immer mehr geltend. 

“Strengen wir uns an, jeder an seinem Orte, 
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am geistigen Leben unserer Zeit im christlichen 
Sinne thatig mitzuwirken! Auf die Dauer trotzt 
eine Ueberzeugung, die beharrlich und zielbewusst 
sich aussert, auch dem Gegner Achtung ab, wah- 
renddem ein seichtes, bequemes Nachgeben und 
Sichanschmiegen sein geringschatziges Mitleid ein- 
tragt. Nur eine einheitliche, geschlossene Weltan- 
schauung kann den Entscheidungskampf im mo- 
dernen Leben schlagen. 


“Tn der katholischen Kirche sehen alle die Trager 
des Antichristenthums den grossen, starken Thurm, 
der ihrer Anstrengungen spottet, und allgemein ist 
das Bewusstsein, dass die Muspillisohne ihren 
Zweck nie erreichen, so lange dieser Thurm besteht. 


“Voll Glauben und Vertrauen schauen wir hin 
auf den Felsenmann, den glorreich regierenden 
Papst Pius X. Haben wir ja gesehen, wie er mit 
sorglichem Fifer und starker Hand allen Versuchen, 
modernen Irrungen einen Weg in die Kirche zu 
bahnen, ein Ende machte. Ein leuchtendes Feuer 
nennt eine alte Prophezeiung den gegenwartigen 
Papst, und Pius X. ist gerade in einer Zeit, wo 
das tiefe Dunkel der Skepsis sich tber immer wei- 
tere Kreise ausdehnt, der Leuchtturm, zu dem die 
Einzelnen und die Volker vertrauensvoll auf- 
puckeny’ ao. 

Dr. Jur. JOHANN FurGcER-MUELLER, 
Kalksburg bei Wien. 


Aus Central-Verein und Cen- 
tral-Stelle. 


Der Centralgedanke unserer hl. Religion, die Reich- 
Christi-Idee, muss in die Massen des Volkes dringen! 
Sie ist der konstante Centripetalpunkt der Wiederver- 
einigung aller. Indem die Centrifugal-Bewegung: Los 
von Gott, Los von Christus, Los von Rom!—nicht bloss 
die Christenheit sondern jede wahre Civilisation bedroht, 
ist klare Erkenntnis und innige Liebe des Reiches 
Christi das Heilmittel fiir alle. , 

Die Schildwache. 


Jahresbotschaft des Prasidenten des C. V. 


Wirft Riickblick auf Entwicklungen wihrend 
75 Jahren. 


Mit Ritcksicht auf den ausserordentlichen Charak- 
ter der Baltimorer Tagung des C. V. behandelte 
Prasident Willibald Eibner in seiner Jahresbotschaft 
weniger die einzelnen aktuellen Probleme, mit denen 
sich der Verband befassen sollte, als die Entwick- 
lung unseres Verbandes wahrend der seit seiner 
Griindung verflossenen fiinfundsiebzig Jahre, um 
daraus zum Schluss praktische Anregungen fiir 
Gegenwart und Zukunft zu schdpfen. Prisident 
Eibner gedenkt der Griinder des C. V. und ihres 
Zieles, und entbietet ihnen “den Dank derer, die 
hier versammelt sind, um ihr Andenken zu ehren 
und das Gelébnis abzulegen, treuen Sinnes weiter- 
zubauen an dem von ihnen begonnenen Werke. . .” 
Die Delegaten und Mitglieder hatten in jiingster 


Zeit, und namentlich wahrend der letzten Tage, vieles © 


gehort und gelesen iiber die Jugendtage des C. V. 
und sein Werden und Wirken. Trotzdem glaube er 


“hinweisen zu sollen auf einige charakteristische 


Ziige unseres Verbandes.” Fortfahrend erklart 
Eibner : 

“Fiinfundsiebzig Jahre ununterbrochenen  Seins : 
Wirkens sind eine kurze Zeitspanne im Rahmen der Ges: 
geschichte; aber sie stellen an sich schon eine impos 
Errungenschaft dar wenn man beriicksichtigt, dass sie 
Halfte der seit Griindung der Ver. Staaten verflosst 
Zeit umfassen. Es giebt in unserm jungen Lande nicht ° 
Verbande, die auf ein gleiches Alter zuriickblicken kom 
es giebt wenige Verbande, die so wie der Central-Ve 
fortgeschritten sind mit der Entwicklung des Landes 
jedem Zeitabschnitt aktuellen Bediirfnissen Rechr 
tragend, stets sich erneuernd und zeitgemass, und, 
Markstein des Diamantenen Jubilaums angelangt, 
immer kraftvoli sind im Wollen und Streben. 


“Die Griindung des Central-Vereins war nicht Zuf 
sache, nicht das Ergebnis ehrgeizigen Planens eir 
Weniger. Sie wuchs heraus aus den Forderungen 
Zeit. Das ist der Fundamentstein, der Erfolg und D. 
verburgte. Es gab in der Mitte des vorigen Jahrhunc 
in verschiedenen Theilen unseres Landes deutsche ka 
lische Vereine, hervorgegangen aus dem Bestreben, 
jungen Einwanderern eine Stiitze zu bieten, ihnen 
Glauben der Vater erhalten zu helfen, ihnen die 
biirgerung in neue Verhaltnisse zu erleichtern und il 
beizustehen in Krankheit und Noth. Sie entspracher 
weitgehendem Masse den Forderungen der Katholis 
Aktion, lange ehe dieser Ausdruck gepragt war. 


“Mit dem Zusammenschluss der tiber mehrere Sta 
hin zerstreuten Vereine vertiefte sich deren Thatig 
wenn sie auch zunachst nicht heraustrat iber den Rah 
der bisherigen Aufgabe...Aber der Gedanke 
Solidaritat hatte durch die Verbindung der an Zahl 
Jahr zu Jahr wachsenden Vereine einen starken An 
erhalten, und die jahrlichen Tagungen, der Austausch 
Meinungen und Erfahrungen yon Vereinsvertretern 
verschiedenen Landestheilen und die sich daran anschi 
senden Er6rterungen in den von Jahr zu Jahr 
mehrenden katholischen Blattern mussten unausbleiblich 
Verband und seine Zweige aus der Enge lokaler Ver 
nisse herausftihren und hinweisen auf die grossen Aufgi 
der Zeit. Diese Entwicklung ist schon im zweiten Vie 
jahrhundert der Geschichte des Verbandes unverke 
und vollzog sich unter dem Einfluss der aus dem Cen 
Verein hervorgegangenen Deutsch-Amerikanischen 
olikentage und nach der Griindung der Staatsverbz 
in schnellerem Tempo, um schliesslich nach der Griine 
der Central-Stelle ihren Hohepunkt zu erreichen. 


I 


die mit erquickender Klarheit wichtige Zeitfr: 
beleuchteten und zu ihnen Stellung nahmen, und 
unverkennbarem Einfluss waren auf die katholische 
fentliche Meinung .. .” ; 

Ein weiterer Abschnitt der Botschaft erwagi 
gleich wtirdigender Weise das “defensive” W-. 
der deutschen katholischen Vereine in der Verg 
genheit, den Kampf gegen “Vorurtheil und FE 
gegen Kirche und Einwanderer’—ein beacht 
werthes Verdienst des C. V. Nicht tibersehen 
die seit 1866 an den C. V. gerichteten Aeusser 
papstlichen Wohlwollens, deren erste von Pi 
an unsern Verband gerichtet wurde. 


Aber auch jener Bischofe, Priester und 
wird gedacht, vielfach unter Nennung des N 
die in thatkraftiger Weise im Laufe der Jahre 
C. V. férderten, nicht nur in friedlichen sor 
auch in Tagen des Dranges und der Anfeit 
Allen jenen gelte nun unser Dank, wie a 
Tausenden der Getreuen, die in WVereinen 
Zweigverbanden dem Banner des C. V. gefolgt 

Weitere Abschnitte behandeln die Sprache: 


und ihren Einfluss auf unsere Bewegung, ur 


* Bhat 
2 * <n Ea | 
a. a. 
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arischen Verlust, den der C. V. erlitten. Leider 
letztere Erscheinung ihre Erklarung darin, 


ealte Geist des Opfersinnes, der Geist werkthatiger 
itigung im Dienste der Nachstenliebe und des katho- 
in Gedankens im Schwinden ist, und dass kein rechtes 
andnis besteht ftir die vom Central-Verein unter 
sender Zustimmung und Anerkennung  vertretenen 
“en Grundsatze.” ; 
uch in manchen Vereinen, die ausserlich noch 
C. V. gehoren, mache sich Interesselosigkeit 
Solche Zeichen des Niederganges habe 
nmer gegeben, und auf Zeiten des Niederganges 
Zeiten neuer Bliithe gefolgt. Pflicht der Mit- 
ser sei es, den richtigen Geist zu pflegen und die 
Bluthezeit vorzubereiten. Vorbedingung des- 
sei das Bestreben, die der jiingeren Generation 
ehorenden “fiir unsere Sache zu interessieren 
sie fur die Mitarbeit im spateren Leben zu 
‘anen.”” Daran anschliessend erklart die Bot- 
ft zum Schluss: 
satt der tblichen Vorschlage, die von einer Jahres- 
uhaft erwartet werden, will ich mich auf diese Anre- 
en beschranken. Machen wir als wichtigstes Ergebnis 
;ubilaumsfeier im kommenden Jahre den Versuch, die 
ad zu gewinnen, um das Werk des Central-Vereins 
die gegenwartige Generation hinaus zu erhalten, und 
1 wir: uns alle insgesamt auf zu energischer That, 
t wieder neues Leben einziehe in alle Staatsverbande 
Lokalvereine. 
nie Lage ist ernst. Dartiber darf uns die Feststimmung 
*hinwegtauschen. Aber sie ist durchaus nicht hoffnungs- 
}Richten wir uns auf an dem Geiste, der die Pioniere 
Ite. Lernen wir von ihren anfanglichen Enttauschungen 
Misserfolgen, die sie nicht zu entmuthigen vermochten, 
‘der Pessimismus ein schlechter Berather und Helfer 
fStahlen wir uns zu neuen Thaten bei der freudigen 
achtung der herrlichen Leistungen der Vergangenheit. 
i wir uns unserer Verantwortung bewusst als Erben 
Treuhander des Werkes, das vor 75 Jahren unter 
vierigkeiten, mit denen sich die heutigen nicht 
‘eichen lassen, begonnen wurde. Seien wir stolz auf 
-n Central-Verein. Aber seien wir such bescheiden, 
i wir uns gestehen miissen, dass wir unsere Pflicht 
x erfillt haben. Rithmen wir uns der Thaten derer, 
or uns waren, aber trachten wir auch, es ihnen gleich 
nun, damit atch uns einstens die Enkel preisen konnen 
er Betrachtung dessen, was wir dem Werke von 1855 
fligt haben.” 


ea 
Beschlusse 
i der 74. General-Versammlung des C. V. 
Abgehalten zu Baltimore, Md., vom 16.-20. 
August, 1930. 
; I. Huldigung des Hl. Vaters. 
er zu Baltimore, Maryland, im Monat August des 
es 1930 aus Anlass des 75. Jahrestages seiner i. J. 1855 
7 Stadt der Denkmiler vollzogenen Griindung tagende 
ral Verein verleiht mit ehrlichem Stolz und unver- 
if. Freude seiner Dankbarkeit dem allmachtigen Gott 
intiber fiir alle empfangenen Segnungen und fur die 
brwindung vieler Schwierigkeiten wahrend der im 
ste der Katholischen Aktion fiir Gott und Vaterland 
ossenenen 75 Jahre feierlich Ausdruck. 
dem seit Griindung des Vereins Pflege des Gehorsams 
fer Treue dem Hl. Stuhl gegeniiber eines seiner 
ziele gewesen, sprechen wir auch bei diesem Anlass 
leiligkeit tiefste Anerkennung und herzlichsten Dank 
tir seine begeisternde und belebende geistliche Fith- 
und fiir die wahrend seines Pontifikats nie versagende 
nterung. ey t > 
srner danken wir dem Hl. Vater daftir, dass er, in 
‘licher Fiirsorge fiir das geistliche Wohl seiner 
r, die Frist zur Gewinnung des Jubilaumsablasses 


, 


bis zum 1. Juli d. J. ausgedehnt und dadurch vielen 
Glaubigen, die verhindert worden waren, den Ablass recht- 
zeitig zu gewinnen, Gelegenheit gewahrte, sich dieses aus- 
serordentlichen Privilegs theilhaftig zu machen. 


Weiter: zu einer Zeit, da. weite Kreise ungebiihrlichen 
Nachdruck auf Erwerbung von Kenntnissen und die geistige 
Entwicklung legen, dabei aber die Kraftigung des Willens, 
erste Vorbedingung der Charakterbildung, vernachlassigen; 
und da vielfach bei Eltern und Erziehern die Neigung 
besteht, ihre Verpflichtung als Erzieher ihrer Kinder auf 
den Staat abzuwalzen; und da infolgedessen der Staat 
geneigt ist, das erste, oder gar das absolute Recht auf 
Erziehung fur sich in Anspruch zu nehmen, sind wir dem 
Hl. Vater gebtthrend dankbar ftir seine in der zeitgemassen 
Enzyklika uber die christliche Erziehung niedergelegte 
furchtlose und erleuchtende Darstellung des Wesens der 
wahren Erziehung, gemass den Forderungen des Natur- 
gesetzes und der gottlichen Offenbarung. 


Zudem danken wir Sr. Heiligkeit von Herzen ftir seine 
Enzyklika “Ad salutem humani generis,’ erlassen gelgent- 
lich der funfzehnten Centennarfeier des Todes des Hl. 
Augustinus, jener grossen Leuchte der Kirche, dessen 
Schriften heute noch der Christenheit der ganzen Welt 
Licht und Begeisterung vermitteln. 


Ferner empfinden wir dankbar die aussergewohnliche 
Ehre, die unserem Kontinent durch die Heiligsprechung der 
amerikanischen Martyrer, deren Blut den Boden benetzt, 
den wir betreten, widerfahren ist. Wir hoffen und beten, 
dass, wie einstmals in der MHeidenzeit das Blut der 
Martyrer der Same neuer Christen war, so auch in der 
neuheidnischen Gegenwart das Blut dieser Martyrer der 
fruchtbare Same von Heiligen werden moge. 


Wir theilen den Schmerz des Hl. Vaters tiber die boswil- 
lige Verfolgung der Religion, namentlich der katholischen, 
in Russland. Wir versprechen ihm unsere volle, durch 
Gebet unterstiitzte Mithilfe zur baldigen Besserung dieser 
beklagenswerthen Zustande. 


Mit dankerftillten Herzen anerkennen wir das Interesse, 
das der Papst den bestehenden und drohenden wirthschaft- 
lichen Zustanden, namentlich jenen, die die Arbeiterwelt 
betreffen, entgegenbringt, und die, wie er warnt, einen 
fruchtbaren Boden ftir die Ausbreitung des Kommunismus 
bilden m6gen, es sei denn dass sie durch die Anwendung 
der Grundsatze der sozialen Gerechtigkeit abbestellt werden. 


Wahrend wir uns in unseren Unternehmungen stets 
seiner Leitung anvertraulen und bei ihm Begeisterung suchen, 
versprechen wir ihm unsere besheidene aber unermtdliche 
Mithilfe, sowohl bei der Verbreitung einer richtigen Auf- 
fassung des Wesens der Katholischen Aktion als auch bei 
der Ermunterung aller, sich nach Gelegenheiten und Fahig- 
keiten irgend einem Zweige des Laienapostolats fur die 
Ausbreitung des Reiches Christi auf Erden und das zeit- 
liche und geistliche Wohl ihrer Mitmenschen zu widmen. 

Der Herr schenke unserem glorreich regierenden Papst 
Pius XI. Gesundheit und langes Leben! Mége seine Regie- 
rung wohlthatig und glorreich sein! Mdgen seine Bemu- 
hungen fiir die Ehre Gottes und die geistliche Wohlfahrt 
der Menschen von Erfolg gekront sein und mogen alle 
Nationen der Erde unter das siisse Joch Christi gefiuhrt 
werden! 5S 


II. Der nationale eucharistische Kongress. 


Der Aufruf zur Betheiligung an dem _ nationalen 
Eucharistischen Kongréss, der vom 23,-25. September in 
Omaha stattfinden soll, hat unsere Herzen mit Freude 
erfiillt. Wir erkennen in diesem Kongress ein Mittel zur 
Starkung des Glaubens im Herzen des Volkes und zur 
Erneuerung des katholischen Lebens, sowie eine Kundge- 
‘bung, bestimmt, Jesus Christus, unseren Eucharistischen 
K6nig, in aussergewohnlicher Art zu ehren und ihm zu_ 
huldigen. Wir fordern unsere Mitglieder eindringlich auf, 
sich an dem Kongress zu betheiligen. 

Ferner empfehlen wir Anschluss an den_ nationalen 
eucharistischen Bund, der die Andacht zum Heiland im 
Allerheiligsten Sakrament zu beleben und férdern bestimmt 


ist. - 
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III. Apologetische Aufgaben des Radio und der Presse. 

Der Central Verein will, in der Verfolgung seiner Ziele, 
der Kirche durch die Vertheidigung und Ausbreitung der 
Lehre Christi dienen. Seit seiner von funfundsiebenzig 
Jahren vollzogenen Griindung hat er dieses Ziel gewissen- 
haft im Auge behalten und jedes Unternehmen, das geeignet 
war, diesem Zweck zu dienen, gefordert. 


Die Verbreitung des Glaubens wird in hohem Masse 
gefOrdert durch Errungenschaften der Wissenschaft und 
Technik, unter denen das Radio eine der bewunderungs- 
wiirdigsten ist. Gegenwartig ist diese Erfindung eines der 
einfachsten und wirkungsvollsten Mittel zur Verbreitung 
von Kenntnissen. Es liegt daher auf der Hand, dass es 
von unschatzbarem Werthe ist ftir die Vermittelung der 
religidsen Wahrheiten des Christenthums wie seiner ge- 
sunden sittlichen Grundsatze. 

Wir begriissen mit Freude die “Catholic Hour’ und 
andere Einrichtungen, die das Radio in den Dienst der 
Kirche stellen, und sprechen diesen Unternehmen unsere 
herzlichste Anerkennung aus. Wir fordern unsere 
Mitglieder auf, jene Radiostationen, die ihnen und ihren 
Nachbarn Kenntnis katholischer Lehre und _ reichliche 
Auskunft iiber Kirchengeschichte und katholische Sitten 
und Gebrauche vermitteln, thatkraftig zu unterstiitzen und 
deren Leitern ihre Anerkennung auszusprechen. Wir 
sprechen den ernsten Wunsch aus, dass weitere ahnliche 
Unternehmen in Angriff genommen und entwickelt werden 
mogen. 

Anderseits vermag das Radio, so ntitzlich und zweckmas- 
sig es auch ist fiir die Verbreitung von Wahrheit und 
Wissen, die katholische Presse nie vOllig zu ersetzen. Um 
die Grundlagen der Religion und der Sittlichkeit ganz zu 
verstehen und zu wurdigen muss man, allgemein gesprochen, 
auch lesen und studieren. Ferner giebt es kein besseres 
Mittel, der Allgemeinheit die Kenntnis katholischer An- 
schauungen und Nachrichten aus der katholischen Welt 
sowie das Verstandnis katholischer Bestrebungen zu vermit- 
teln als die katholische Presse. Durch sie erlangen wir 
Nachrichten aus der katholischen Welt, eine richtige Dar- 
stellung der Haltung der Kirche gegentiber allen wichtigen 
Fragen, die Wiederlegung unwahrer Behauptungen iiber 
Kirche und katholische Lehre; die Vertheidigune der ka- 
tholischen Lehre und ihre Anwendung auf alle Erscheinungen 
des Lebens, vor allem aber auch auf die sozialen und wirth- 
schaftlichen Probleme. Deshalb, wegen ihres zu gunsten 
der Religion und btrgerlicher Tugend ausgetibten Ein- 
flusses, ist die katholische Presse ein wichtiger Faktor 
der Kultur, der nicht thersehen werden darf und dessen 
Einfluss jedes Mitglied unserer Vereinigung durch that- 
kraftige Mithilfe zu fordern bestrebt sein soll. 


In diesem Jahre jahrt sich zum zehnten mal ein 
bedeutsamer Tag in der Geschichte der katholischen 
Presse unsres Landes—der Tag der Griindung der “Catho- 
lic Daily Tribune” von Dubuque, der ersten und bisher 
einzigen englisch-sprachigen, katholischen Tageszeitung 
Amerikas, deren Griinder ein fritherer Prasident des Cen- 
tral Vereins war, der verst. Hr. Nikolaus Gonner. Wir 


entbieten deshalb der Leitung und den Mitarbeitern dieses 


Blattes unsere herzlichen Gltickwiinsche zu der Vollendung 
des ersten Jahrzehnts im Dienste der Sache Christi, zu der 


_ Stellungnahme gegen die Glauben und Sitte bedrohenden 


Gefahren, die leider in vielen Veroffentlichungen unserer 
Tage gegenwartig sind. Wir begriissen die “Catholic Daily 
Tribune” als einen kraftigen Vorkampfer der Kirche und 
flichten uns, das Blatt nach Kraften zu unterstiitzen, 


stand gesichert werden mége. — 


_ IV. Die Lage der Landwirthschaft. 


ass sein Einfluss stetig erstarken und sein dauernder | 
iealeett unsres Volkes auf diese Zustande gel 
wi 


die Erzeugnisse der Landwirthschaft, deren Ursachen } 
Farmer nicht zu beeinflussen vermochte, die verheerer| 
Wirkungen der Diirre hinzugesellt, von der Ww 
Landestheile betroffen wurden und die  solche Ha) 
produkte wie Weizen, Mais und Baumwolle sch 
schadigt, wahrend sie gleichzeitig den Farmer zwij 
Rinder, Schafe und Schweine auf den Markt zu we} 
und mit Verlust zu verkaufen, weil er sie nicht langer| 
tranken, weiden oder futtern vermag. 

Infolgedessen droht dem wirthschaftlich schwachy 
Ackerbauer, sei er Share Cropper, Pachter oder selbs| 
diger Farmer, ganzlicher Ruin. Daraus hat sich ein« 
aussergewohnliche Lage ergeben, dass sowohl 
Bundesregierung als auch die Regierungen der Einzelstas 
um Hilfe fiir die von der Diirre heimgesuchten Get 
angegangen werden miissen. 

Sowohl die Caritas als auch die Wohlfahrt der Na 
fordern sofortige Gewahrung reichlicher und zwec 
siger Hilfe ftir die bedrangten Farmer. 


Wir diirfen nicht zugeben, dass der amerikanische Far 
gezwungen werde, die Last zu tragen, die Jahre gewinnl 
Arbeit, hohe Preise fiir Ackergerathe und andere 
darfsgegenstande, und _ steigende Frachtgebtthren 
Steuern ihm aufgebiirdet haben. Alle gerechtferti 
Mittel sollten angewendet werden um die unbefriedig¢ 
wirthschaftliche Lage, in der er sich gegenwartig befir 
zu erleichtern; zugleich miissen aber auch zweckmas 
Mittel, der Landwirthschaft in der Zukunft grOssere wi 
schaftliche Sicherheit zu gewahren, ersonnen und 
Anwendung gebracht werden. Und wahrend wucheri 
Spekulation in Lebensmitteln unterdriickt werden 
wird es nothwendig sein, auch andere Mittel anzuwen 
ttm den Farmer gegen Ausbeutung zu schiitzen, soll er n 
gezwungen werden, die Farm zu verlassen, weil er dort 
Frucht seiner Arbeit nicht geniessen kann. 


So ernst nun die gegenwartige Krise in der Landwi 
schaft ist, darf der Farmer sich dennoch auf 
Allmachtigen verlassen und dazu auf den festen W 
und seine eigene Kraft, abzuwehren, was ein sch 
Ungluck flr ihn, seine Familie und die Nation 
wtrde—die aus der Verzweiflung geborene Ueberzeug' 
dass er sich nicht auf der Scholle ernahren kann. | 
soll sich mit seinen Nachbarn zusammen thun und 
mit ihnen tiber Mittel und Weve der Selbsthilfe und ec 
genossenschaftlicher Hilfe berathen. Ausgehend von 
Ueberzeugung, dass der edle Beruf des Ackerbaus | 
besten gedeiht, wenn der Farmer den Boden, der uns. 
ernahrt, als ein ihm von der Vorsehung zur Bearbeit 
nicht zur Auspowerung, anvertrautes Gut betrachtet. — 


Ferner modchten wir unsere ackerbautreibenden ~ 
glieder daran erinnern, dass Liebe zur Arbeit, Ges 
Geduld und verntinftige Sparsamkeit ihre Worfahre 
halten haben unter Umstanden, unter denen ein 
Tugenden bares Volk sich der Verzweiflung iiber 
haben wiirde. : : 


i 


V. Gefingnisreform. 


Die beklagenswerth rasche Zunahme der Zahl de 
sen der Strafanstalten unseres Landes hat die Ueber 
zung solcher Anstalten, namentlich aber der Zuchi 
gezeitigt—ein Zustand, der von ernsten Folgen beg: 
ist. Unter diesen ist besonders hervorzuheben 
zunehmende Schwierigkeit, einen der Hauptzwecke 
pairs die Besserung der ihr Anvertrauten 
reichen, ¥ pee 


Eine Reihe schrecklicher Ereignisse hat die 


ie  Offentlichen  Beamten die Pflich 
Gebaulichkei die den Gefangr 
ag 


ten fur 
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ren. Vereine wie Einzelne sollten deshalb woimmer 
mstande ein derartiges Eingreifen fordern, Staats- 
ren und- Reprasentanten ermuntern, die fiir einen so 
pen Zweck nothigen Mittel zu bewilligen. 


ei durfen wir jedoch die wichtige Wahrheit, dass 
I-ligion der wesentlichste Faktor eines jeden Systems 
sesserung Straffalliger ist, nicht aus dem Auge 
en. Deshalb sollte das Besuchen von Gefingissen 
sefangenen in ausgedehnterem Masse als bisher 
ssiert und entwickelt werden. 


VI. Arbeitslosigkeit. 


eernster Besorgnis erfillt uns die in unserem Lande 
hende ausgedehnte Arbeitslosigkeit. Wir beobachten 
agliche Zunahme. Wir erkennen die Folgen, die sich 
; ergeben mtissen, wenn dieser Zustand nicht be- 
‘kt oder behoben wird. Unser Lob gebiihrt den 
#ibungen stadtischer, staatlicher und Bundesbeamten, 
ge zu beheben, und wir begriissen die von nichtamt- 
Kreisen ausgehenden Bemiithungen, das Problem 
pen, 


sind uns jedoch bewusst, dass die von diesen Gruppen 
unternommenen Schritte nur eine vortibergehende 
bhterung der Lage herbeizufitihren vermdgen. Die 
fltnisse fordern jedoch durchgreifende Abhilfe. 
gerte Forderung Offentlicher Unternehmen, ro- 
te Arbeit und andere Mittel zeitweiliger Beschafti- 
Arbeitsloser—diese und ahnliche Mittel haben wesent- 
zur Linderung des Nothstandes beigetragen und 
m auch weiterhin dazu beitragen, ohne aber das 
em auf die Dauer l6sen zu konnen. 


empfehlen ernstlich die auf das Studium der 
ftiedenen Arten der Arbeitslosen-Versicherung und 
Sonderfragen gerichteten Versuche. Wir befiir- 
a kein System der Arbeitslosen-Versicherung, das 
itlich nichts anderes ware als eine Spendenvertheilung, 
das fundamentale Neigungen zum Staatssozialismus 

In einigen grosseren industriellen Unternehmungen 
erfolgreiche Methoden der Arbeitslosenversicherung, 
end auf Zusammenwirken von Arbeitgebern und 
itnehmern, eingefithrt worden. Wir ersuchen unsere 
m@eder dringend, in ihren Studienzirkeln diesen Planen 
Aufmerksamkeit zu schenken. = 


alledem miissen wir jedoch bis an die Wurzel des 
Hs dringen. Diese aber ist in der Habsucht der 
er der Industrie und Finanz zu suchen, die sich in 
‘Trachten des Kapitals verk6rpert, ein dauerend 
sndes Einkommen zu sichern, ganz gleich, was die 
paftslage sein mag. Gleichzeitig itibersieht man, in 
-her Weise fiir die Arbeiter zu sorgen; ja, zeitweilige 
mst der Wirthschaftslage wird als Vorwand benutzt, 
= zu beschneiden. Dazu kommt, dass der Arbeiter 
die Einfithrung unberechtigter Methoden der Ra- 
tisierung, wodurch z. B. ein Arbeiter gezwungen wird, 
rbeit von zweien zu verrichten, durch die Weigerung, 
‘ter zu beschaftigen nachdem sie ein gewisses Alter 
“ht haben, und durch andere 4&hnliche  Mittel 
htheiligt wird. 
nn das Uebel nicht an der Wurzel angegriffen wird 
die Lage sich standig verschlimmern. Deshalb 
mm wir unsere Mitglieder auf, den Leitern der In- 
sien unseres Landes die richtige Auffassung ihrer 
twortung den Arbeitern gegentiber zu_ vermitteln. 
its begriissen wir mit Genugthuung die Entschei- 
mancher Arbeitgeber, in Zeiten wirthschaftlichen 
tands, Lohne nicht zu beschneiden. Sie erkennen die 
eit eines solchen Schrittes. 
verurtheilen die Gepflogenheit vieler verheiratheter 
, mit Mannern und unverheiratheten Frauen und 
die sich ihren Lebensunterhalt verdienen miissen, 
bewerb zu treten oder darin zu verbleiben, und im 
en die Gewohnheit verheiratheter Frauen, im 
eben zu verbleiben, auch wenn ihre Gatten bei 
Arbeit einen ausreichenden Lohn verdienen. 
ts erinnern wir unser Volk wiederum daran, dass 
arnde Loésung der Arbeiterfrage und verwandter 
‘Fragen ohne die Anwendung der Religion— 
f -Lehren eines positiven Christenthums auf 


a 


Gesellscha it, und Volkswirthschaft, und Neubelebung der 
Gerechtigkeit und christlicher Caritas—nicht zu erwarten 
ist. 

(Schluss folgt.) 


Tagung des Staatsverbandes Texas ein- 
drucksvolle Kundgebung. 


Eindrucksvoll wie immer gestaltete sich auch 
heuer die Generalversammlung des Staatsverbandes 
Texas, die 32. in der Reihe solcher Tagungen. 
Moulton war am 15.-17. Juli der Schauplatz der be- 
deutsamen katholischen Kundgebung, an der sich 
Staatsverband, Frauenbund und Versicherungszweig 
des Verbandes betheiligten. Der zu San Antonio 
erscheinende ‘Southern Messenger’ erklart, Tau- 
sende hatten sich zu der am Nachmittag des 16. 
im Freien abgehaltenen Massenversammlung einge- 
funden, wahrend sowohl die  gottesdienstlichen 
Handlungen an den verschiedenen Tagen als auch 
die Geschaftssitzungen sehr gut besucht waren. 
Die Anwesenheit und ermunternde Ansprachen des 
Erzbischofs von San Antonio, des hochwst. Herrn 
A. J. Drossaerts, die Betheiligung zahlreicher 
Priester, sowie die eifrige Mitarbeit letzterer in den 
Sitzungen des Plenums und der Ausschiisse, wirkten 
ermunternd und fordernd. Dabei war in samtlichen 
Verbanden Zuwachs zu verzeichnen; der Staatsver- 
band besteht zur Zeit aus 40 Vereinen, mit einer 
Gesamtmitgliederzahl von 2,173, von der 167 wah- 
rend des verflossenen Geschaftsjahres gewonnen 
wurden, in welchem Zeitraum dagegen 27 starben; 
der Frauenbund zahlt zurzeit 34 Vereine mit zu- 
sammen 2355 Mitgliedern, oder 74 mehr als vor Jah- 
resfrist. Uebersicht tiber die Jahresarbeit wie tiber 
den gegenwartigen Stand der Verbande, nebst 
zweckmassigen Vorschlagen fiir die Arbeit der Kon- 
vention, bot die Jahresbotschaft des Prasidenten 
Felix Stehling sowie jene der Prasidentin Frau B. 
Schwegmann. 

Die Predigt bei dem Amte, das Rev. P. J. Schnetzer, 
Geistlicher Berather des Frauenbundes, am 16. in Anwesen- 
heit des hochwst. Erzbischofs zelebrierte, hielt Rev. F. X. 
Wolf, Pfarrer in Schulenburg. Das feierliche Requiem am 
17. galt der Fiirbitte fur die Seelenruhe der verstorbenen 


Mitglieder beider Verbande. Der Vertagung am Mittag 
dieses Tages folgte feierlicher sakramentaler Segen. 


Bei der Massenversammlung am Nachmittag des 16. 
schilderte in feuriger Rede der hochw. P. Placidus Oechsle 
O. S. B., Altus, Ark., Bestrebungen und Leistungen des 
C. V. und der C. St., aus einer Fille personlicher Erfah- 
rungen und Beobachtungen schdpfend. Die treffliche Rede ~ 
liber Aufgaben der kath. Frauenwelt bei derselben Gelegen- 
heit hielt Fri. Helen Stehling, wahrend Hr. Ben Schweg- 
mann, Ehrenprasident des Staatsverbandes, uber C. V., 
Staatsverband und Kath. Aktion sprach. 


Lebhaft waren die Diskussionen ither mehrere Empfeh- 
lungen des Resolutions- und des Nominationskomittees. Die 
gewahlten Beamten sind: Prasident, Felix Stehling, Fred-— 
ricksburg; Sekretar, Hermann Jaeckle, San Antonio; 
Schatzmeister, A. F. Schmidt, High Hill; Beirathe, Hy. 
Bockholt und Aug. Kloesel; Stellvertreter, Louis Mangold 
und Hy. Muenchrath. Hr. Jaeckle ist wiederum Central- 
Organisator; die Ernennung der beiden Priester, die als 
Organisatoren je den nordlichen und den siidlichen Theil 
des Staates iibernehmen, erfolgt durch den Prasidenten. 
Da kein Verein sich um die General-Verasmmlung 1931 


bewarb bleibt die Wahl eines Vororts dem Exekutiv-Aus-__ ; 
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Resolutionen der Staatsverbandstagungen. 


Die von der jiingsten Generalversammlung des 
Pennsylvania Zweiges angenommenen Resolutionen 
behandeln; Stuhl Petri; Kath. Aktion; Einfluss der 
Familie auf die Erziehung; Hohere Erziehung; 
Pfarrvereine; Macht der kath. Presse; Arbeitslosig- 
keit und Altersversicherung; Geburtenbeschrank- 
ung; Verleihung der Laetare Medaille an den Leiter 
der C. St. Von zweien geben wir die Grundgedan- 
ken wieder: 

Arbeitslosigkeit und Altersversicherung. 

Dieser Beschluss stellt als Grundforderung das Recht auf 
Arbeit auf, weil das zum Leben Nothwendige im allgemei- 
nen nicht ohne Arbeit erworben werden kann. Dieses Recht 
werde heute, unter Maschinenbetrieb, bedeutend geschma- 
lert; schlecht geleitete Produktion und Ueberproduktion. 
durch die Habsucht gefdrdert, sei mit daftir verantwortlich. 
Wahrend allerdings weite Schichten der Arbeiterwelt unter 
der Arbeitslosigkeit litten, wirden Manner und Frauen im 
Alter von 40 Jahren und dariiber am argsten betroffen, da 
man sie vielfach aus dem Betriebe ausschalte. Die Resolu- 
tion fordert vom Staate entweder Korrektur der bestehenden 
Uebelstande oder aber die Einfiihrung ~ zwangsweiser 
Arbeitslosen- und Altersversicherung. 

Geburtenbeschrankung. 

Diese Resolution, die gemeinsam von dem Manner- und 
dem Frauenverbande gutgeheissen wurde, erklart u. a.: 
“Einstimmig verurtheilen wir den wunmoralischen und 
volkervernichtenden Brauch der modernen Geburtenkon- 
trolle. Wir stehen hierin streng zu unseren alten Grund- 
satzen und folgen muthig und unerschrocken unserer hl. 
Miitter, der Kirche.” 

Die Konvention kénne, heisst es weiter, nicht umbhin, 
lebhaftes Bedauern iiber die unmassig hohen Unkosten, die 
Familien aus der Niederkunft der Wochnerin entstehen, 
auszudriicken. Sie verwerfe auch den oft von Aerzten gege- 
benen Rath und den Versuch, mdglichst alle Entbindungen 
Hospitalern anzuvertrauen, “wodurch ebenfalls unnothige 
und in den meisten Fallen sehr schwer zu ertragende 
Mehrkosten entstehen.” Zum Schluss heisst es: “Unserer- 
seits verpflichten wir uns, den werdenden Mittern alle nur 
mogliche Hilfe zu leisten, um die Unkosten auf ein Mini- 
mum zu beschranken.” 


Aus unserer Missionspost. 

Die Centralisation der Bestrebungen zur For- 
derung des Missionswesens in unsrem Lande macht 
sich, wie eine Anzahl Missionare uns bereits mit- 
theilte, ee ihnen bemerklich fithlbar. Leider id 


desser eiden seer die ‘aus 
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geschrieben hat, bitte ich Sie, Ihrem Titel als Freund 
deutschen Franziskaner- Missionen in China auch 
Ehre zu machen. Und das umso mehr, als Sie sehen, 
Ihre Unterstiitzung reichen Erfolg auslést.” 


Im Jahre 1925 haben die ostchinesischen Fra 
kaner-Vikariate in Tsinanfu-Beyuen, in der ] 
vinz Shantung, auf Anordnung Roms ein en 
seminar gegriindet, um intensiveres Studium 
moglichen. Unter Leitung von sechs Profess 
wurden fiinfzig Studenten ausgebildet, dart 
zwei Finftel Franziskaner, welche die Gym 
studien schon hinter sich hatten. Am 25. Mai 
wurden elf dieser Seminaristen zu Priestern 
weiht durch den Franziskanerbischof Wittne 
Chefoo; darunter vier Franziskaner. Die Zahl 
Neupriester wird im nachsten Jahre noch g 


sein. 

Der Baum, der so reiche Friichte bringt, 
noch eifriger begossen und gepflegt werden ¢ 
Gebet und Gaben. 

Aus der Shantung-Mission schreibt Pater E 
hard Wachter, ebenfalls ein Franziskaner, un 
24. Juni d. J.: 

“Meine letzten Zeilen vom 15. Mai waren nur sehr 
Da meine Hand jetzt wieder gebrauchsfahig ist, so wi 
nochmals einige Zeilen schreiben, zumal unsere Abrec 
gen auch am 1. Juni erfolgen. Sie als unsere . 
Freunde und Wohlthater haben ja in erster Linie ein 
zu wissen, wie der liebe Gott die Arbeit der Missionar 
die Almosen der Wohlthater gesegnet hat. Ich habe \ 
Juni 1929 bis 1. Juni 1930 84 Erwachsene, 38 Kinde 
24 Heidenkinder taufen kénnen. Wenn ich nicht ir 
meines Unglucksfalls die Taufen im Mai hatte aufse 
miissen, wiirde ich wohl an die 120 eee 
haben. Nun, auch die 84 Erwachsenen uten | 
schénen Gewinn an Seelen, und ich glaube, die’ be 
die Almosen sind nicht vergebens auf: w 
Zwar ist die Zahl des Vorjahres nicht erreicht, < 
muss auch bedenken, dass die im Vorjahre Geta 
in diesem Jahre alle weiterunterrichtet werden musste: 
konnte aus diesem Grunde schon nicht viel Neues 
nommen werden. An Katechumenen fehit es nicht, d 0 
wenn mir die Wohlthater weiterhelfen, wird es a 
diesem Jahre ‘weiter vorwartsgehen. Fiir « 


